
February 2024 

Created for Community 
 
The season of Lent begins early this year, with Ash Wednesday on February 14. During these forty days before 
Easter, our focus is on repentance and reflection as we journey with Jesus to Jerusalem and the cross. The 
traditional disciplines of Lent are prayer, fasting, and almsgiving/service. Aided by these practices, we often 
focus on what we need to give up or take on in order to draw closer to God. 
 
While these individual practices and internal re-orienting can be very meaningful, our Ash Wednesday liturgy 
reminds us that we enter this season together “with the whole church.” Indeed, our faith is not a solitary 
venture. In baptism we are joined to Christ and to the church, the Body of Christ.  
 
The theme for our midweek Lent services this year is “Created for Community.” On Wednesday evenings from 
February 21 through March 20, we will gather for food, fellowship, and worship as we explore the ways we are 
in community with creation, all the saints, our neighbor, those on the margins, and with Christ. In addition to 
the readings, prayers, and hymns that highlight each week’s exploration of the theme, we will practice being 
community together through the very nature of our gatherings, as we get to know one another in 
conversations around the dinner table, through interactions during worship, and by working side-by-side on a 
collaborative art project.  
 
Being in community together is central to who we are as people of God. On our Lenten journey, and in our life 
of faith, we have the gift of community for encouragement, accountability, and support. As members of the 
community, each of us - regardless of age or experience - has things to teach, and things to learn; things to 
give and things to receive.  
 
I hope that you’ll join us for these Wednesday evenings. The potluck dinner begins at 6pm in the social hall - 
make something, buy something, or just bring yourself! Worship for all ages begins at 7pm in the sanctuary. 
Your presence is a gift, and we are all enriched as individuals and as a congregation by our time spent together 
as we share in the joys and challenges of life in community.   
 
Together in Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Kerri 
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Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2024 
11:35am Worship Service for Children 

12:15pm and 7:00pm Worship Services including Ashes, Sermon, and Holy Communion 
 

Wednesdays in Lent 
February 21, 28, March 6, 13, 20 

 6:00 Potluck Supper in the Social Hall 
7:00 Worship Service in the Sanctuary with Theme: Created for Community 

 
Bring your favorite dish to share for dinner, but if you are running late, just grab the kids and feel free to come 

without a dish!  The Worship Service will be around 40 minutes in length. While Lent is a time to pay 
attention to spiritual disciplines as individuals, it is also a time to deepen our sense of community. Through 

engagement with scripture and one another we will have the opportunity to hear God’s word not only for 
ourselves but also for our community and the world. 

 
Saturdays and Sundays in Lent 

5:30pm Saturdays and 9:00am and 11:00am on Sundays 
 

This year, in the Old Testament readings, we will be reminded of five covenants that God made with the 
people.  In the Gospel readings, we will travel with Jesus from the time of his temptation in the wilderness, 

listen to his teachings about discipleship and arrive with him in Jerusalem for the final week of his earthly life. 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
March 23 (5:30pm) and March 24 (9:00am and 11:00am) 

 
Come and hear the joy and the sorrow that surrounded Jesus’ entry and trial in Jerusalem. Recall the events 

that brought on Jesus’ suffering and death which bring life to us. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
March 28 at 7:00pm  

 
 We recall Jesus’ final evening and the institution of Holy Communion. The service also includes Stripping the 

Altar as we prepare for Good Friday. 
 

Good Friday, March 29 
10:00am Worship for Children 

 Noon – Ecumenical Service – Watch for more details  
7:00pm Tenebrae Service 



Snow/Bad Weather Policy  
 
When a winter weather event occurs or when the weather forecast predicts a snow event to take place during 
the time of scheduled worship, the Senior Pastor and Council President will make a decision regarding the 
cancellation of one or more worship services. While the goal is to never cancel a worship service, the safety of 
our staff and worshippers will be kept in mind. If a decision is made to cancel one or more worship services, 
the congregation will be notified via Constant Contact (the congregational email). Notice will also be posted 
on the website and Facebook.  

Lenten Project for Abiding Missions 
 
Abiding Missions has been serving Pittsburgh’s Allentown neighborhood for the last ten years. Pastor 
Christine Rotella is the neighborhood pastor and a large part of the vision behind Abiding Missions. (Many 
people remember Pastor Christine from her diaconal internship here at Our Redeemer.) Abiding Missions has 
had a huge impact on the Allentown neighborhood, providing ministries that strengthen the community while 
supporting individuals and families. Their ministries include a Food Pantry, After School, Adult Breakfast 
Fellowship, and a Community Choir. 
 
During Lent (Ash Wednesday – Palm Sunday), we will be collecting items that are much needed by the people 
served by Abiding Missions. Items needed are: underwear for children and adults (all sizes), deodorant sticks, 
feminine products, socks for children and adults. Any kind of toiletries for women and men are appreciated as 
well. Many of these necessary items are costly and not allowed under food stamps rules. Their food pantry is 
always in need of condiments (e.g. ketchup, mustard, mayo). 
 
Donations can be dropped off in the narthex during the first five weeks of Lent. Your generosity in support of 
the people of the Allentown neighborhood and Abiding Missions will be greatly appreciated! 
 

Souper Bowl Sunday of Caring 
 
The Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990 with a simple prayer said by Reverend Brad Smith at Spring Valley 
Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina: Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, 
help us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat. 
 
Since 1990, it is estimated that more than $175,000,000 have been donated by the efforts of more than 
305,000 unique groups. Most of the money raised is given to local organizations that work to combat hunger 
in their own communities. 
 
Here at Our Redeemer, on the weekend of February 10 & 11, we will be collecting money after the worship 
services. All money collected will be given to Abiding Missions Food Bank in Pittsburgh’s Allentown 
neighborhood. Thank you ahead of time for your generosity. 

Call Committee Update  
 
In keeping with Our Redeemer’s Constitution, seven members of the congregation were elected by the church 
council to serve as the Call Committee to call our congregation’s next senior pastor. The committee began 
convening in November, with an initial training meeting with Pr. Peter Asplin, Assistant to the Bishop of the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod, who works with new pastoral calls. Members of the committee are: Sara 
Casile, Brian Casper, Laura Culp, Alison D’Addieco, Garrett Langley, Gary Milavec and Tim Prex. 
 
The committee has been meeting regularly and is currently in the process of completing a required “Ministry 
Site Profile,” a detailed online document which essentially serves as a “resume” of our congregation and 
includes extensive background information about Our Redeemer and its leadership. The time-consuming 
process of information gathering and writing is nearing completion, and the committee hopes to transmit a 
draft of the profile to the council, for their approval, in the coming weeks. Once approved, the profile is 
formally submitted to the synod. The synod will then formally upload the profile, and will begin to match 
candidates with our congregation, first sending candidate profiles to the Call Committee, who will then 
interview candidates and make recommendations to council. 
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Blessings in a Backpack 
 
Blessings in a Backpack at Ringgold Elementary School North continues to feed approximately 105 kids each 
weekend. Since the beginning of the school year, ORLC has donated approximately 1100 individual items as 
well as monetary donations to help feed kids over the weekend when they do not receive the free school 
breakfast and lunch! We are so grateful for all of the donations, and they were used immediately in the bags to 
provide 8 items per child each weekend and also 13 items for the holiday breaks. Our program depends 
entirely on donations of food and monetary donations to buy food in bulk. Your support keeps our program 
going and helps to fill over 100 bellies each weekend. Our greatest need right now is pasta cups, such as Chef 
Boyardee pastas or mac and cheese. Moving forward, new Blessings in a Backpack guidelines require that 
they have pop tops, require no preparation, and are ready to eat because some of the children may be home 
alone and may not have access to a microwave. We are still able to use applesauce/fruit cups or squeeze 
pouches as well. Thank you for being a blessing to our Blessings in a Backpack program! Contact Program 
Coordinator Jaymi Moody for further information or questions: shawnandjaymi@verizon.net. 
 

Free Tax Assistance 
 
Free Tax Assistance will be offered by VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) at The Bible Chapel, 300 
Gallery Drive, McMurray, PA 15317. Volunteers will be available Monday through Thursday starting February 
5, 2024 through April 4, 2024 from 8:00am until 2:00pm. No appointments. First come, first served. No new 
returns started after 1:00pm. 
 
You must bring: last year’s federal and state tax returns; photo ID for yourself and spouse; social security 
cards and birthdates for yourself, spouse and dependents; all W-2 and 1099 tax documents (including Social 
Security Benefits Statements SSA-1099),1095 health care statements; proof of bank account routing and 
account numbers for direct deposit such as a blank check; total paid to daycare provider and daycare 
provider’s tax identification number; property tax receipts. To file taxes electronically on a married-filing-
joint tax return, both spouses must be present to sign the required forms. 
 
Federal, state, local taxes and property tax/rent rebate forms are prepared.  
 
Questions? Call the IRS at 800-829-1040. Online, search “VITA” at www.irs.gov. Please do not contact The 
Bible Chapel. 
 

Donations for City Mission 
 
The Service and Outreach Committee continues to collect everyday items that are needed by families in our 
area. The City Mission reports needing all kinds of food, but particularly spaghetti sauce, noodles, cereal, 
canned meats, peanut butter and jelly, Ramen noodles, and diapers (sizes 4, 5, 6). The City Mission also is 
happy to receive gloves, mittens, and hats throughout the winter.  
 

City Mission Sweet Sunday Dessert Festival 
 

Take part in this year’s event at the Hilton Garden Inn at Southpointe on Sunday, February 25 from 12:00-
5:00pm with live entertainment, kids activities, auctions, raffles, and, of course, mouthwatering sweet treats! 
 
 Event Entry Tickets will be sold the day of the event at the door for $5/person or $20/family for 4+. 
 Raffles for adult or kid-themed gift baskets and “Wreath of Wealth” will be held at the event starting at 6 

tickets for $10. 
 “Adopt a plushie” will take place at the event along with several kid activities for all ages. 
 Sweet Treats—Enjoy many different delights from over 20 vendors. Treat tickets are 2/$1, 10/$5, 20/$10. 
 Silent Auctions will be available at the event to bid on a wide variety of exciting options. 
 Live Entertainment will be showcased through the day! 
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Food Helpers 
 
Our recent outing to Food Helpers at Southpointe was a 
success despite having to use our snow day.  Thank you to our 
7 volunteers who packed over 1000 bags of snacks for the 
Little Moochi program that helps to teach Washington 
County elementary students about healthy eating. We also 
enjoyed some wonderful fellowship. I am looking into future 
dates for us to go again along with some other volunteer 
opportunities through Food Helpers.  More information 
coming soon...    
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Lutherlyn Events 
 
Fathers and Sons Retreat, February 16-18 - A weekend just for the boys! Our traditional Fathers and 
Sons favorites (Gaga Challenge, Junkyard Wars, and Blessing Service) now has a winter twist – sledding, tree 
tapping, and ice fishing! It will be a weekend of fun, faith, and relationship building. 
  
Lutherlyn’s Fathers & Sons Retreat is for fathers and sons of all ages; for fathers who “borrow” sons and for 
sons who “borrow” fathers. Every man and boy is welcome to this retreat which provides group and 
personal activities to help build on relationships and make memories.  
 
This retreat is specially designed to help men and boys of all ages to grow in their faith and build on their 
relationships with themselves and each other. It features activities in large and small groups as well as time to 
explore individual interests. (Registration Deadline: February 5) 
 
Grown-Up Winter Retreat, February 23-25 - Who says camp is just for kids? - Grown-Up Camp 
includes all of the fun and excitement of camp with some relaxation, fellowship, and extras for adults! This 
grown-ups only retreat is the perfect opportunity to enjoy all the fun of camp but with some changes and 
additions specifically for grown-ups. Anyone age 21 or older is invited to join in the fun! 
 
You will be able to enjoy camp classics like campfires, hikes, crafts, and games.  All of the activities are 
optional to provide as much or as little time as you’d like to relax or explore Lutherlyn’s beautiful grounds and 
trails. 
 
The $150 fee for these fun-filled days at camp includes all meals*, program, snacks, and lodging (cabins are 
equipped with full bathroom/showers and twin-size beds). Guests are responsible for bringing their own 
linens and toiletries. Optional: $165/person for 2 people to share a private cabin room. $180/person for a 
private cabin room. (Registration Deadline: February 12) 
 
Maple Syrup Time, March 2 – This Saturday Safari features winter tree identification, tapping a maple 
tree, collecting sap, and observing the evaporation process. Dress to be outside. There will be a morning 
session from 9:30- 12:00 and an afternoon session from 1-3:30. Please register for one session only. 
(Registration deadline: February 26) 
 
Solar Eclipse Retreat, April 6-8. (Registration Deadline: March 25) 
 

Visit Lutherlyn’s website for more details on these and other events.  
 

Lutherlyn Summer Camp 
 

Registration for the summer of 2024 will open at 6:00am on February 1. Inform the church office when you 
register your child so that you may receive a campership from the church. The church must be notified by May 
15.  
 
Use coupon code FIRST when registering to receive $100 off the registration fee for Summer Camp. This 
applies to Lutherlyn’s residential week-long programs. Young Folks half-week programs get $50 off for 
FIRST-TIME campers with the same code. Does not apply to Family Camp, Confirmation Camp, Day Camps, 
or Small Fry Days. Must be a FIRST TIME summer camper. No additional discounts may be combined with 
this offer.   
 
Not sure about sending your child to camp? You can learn more about this summer’s camp schedule, costs, or 
view frequently asked questions at lutherlyn.com/summercamp. Our staff is also happy to answer any 
questions you may have about our programs, the registration process, pricing, financial assistance, or any other 
questions you may have.  
 

Lutherlyn’s Office Hours: Monday through Friday from 9 am to 5 pm 
Phone: 724-865-2161 

email: registrar@lutherlyn.com 
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Growing in God 
 

Preschoolers experience 
firsthand being in the belly 

of Jonah’s big fish. 



Family Friday 
K-6th graders and families: bring your dinner and join us for Family Friday on Friday, February 9 at 
5:30pm in the Social Hall for a story, activities, and playtime!  
 

Youth Group 
All 7th-12th graders are invited to join Pastor Kerri for Youth Group on Sunday, February 25 from 4:30-
6:15pm. We’ll make and eat dinner together (nuggets and fries) and play games. Crossroads students should 
plan to stay for class at 6:30pm.  
 

Crossroads Confirmation 
Crossroads Confirmation will meet on Sunday, February 25 from 6:30pm - 8pm. Students are also 
invited to attend Youth Group from 4:30-6:15pm, and then stay for class. 
 

Young Adults 
Join Pastor Kerri for dessert at Eat’n Park after the Wednesday Lent services (around 8pm) on March 6 and 
13.  
 

ELCA Youth Gathering News 
Next summer the ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 16-20 in New Orleans, Louisiana. Students 
currently in 8th-12th grades are eligible to attend, and young adults age 18-35 are eligible to attend a parallel 
event. More information is available on the ELCA Gathering website:  https://www.elca.church/gathering. 
Youth interested in attending the 2024 Gathering need to contact Pastor Kerri; young adults will register 
separately. 
 

VBS Planning 
The weather is chilly, but it’s time to start thinking about summer and our annual week of Vacation Bible 
School! A planning meeting will be held on Thursday, February 29 at 7pm. Bring your calendars - we’ll be 
looking at dates as well as curriculum options. 
 

Faithful Filmgoers 
Faithful Filmgoers is happy to be back in theaters. During the week of the movie, you will receive information 
about the film, theater, and meeting time. After the film, we’ll find a place that is close by and open late to 
grab a bite and discuss the film. To be put on the email list, send your name and email address to Steve 
D’Addieco at stevendaddieco@gmail.com. Friends are always welcome. Our next outing will be on Friday, 
February 9.  
 

Dining Divas 
The Dining Divas will meet for lunch on Tuesday, February 27 at 12:30pm at All American Bistro                        
(1580 McLaughlin Run Rd, Upper St Clair). Ladies, even if you can’t come every month, we welcome you 
whenever you can to join in the fun and fellowship.  
 

Pub Theology 
A ministry of fellowship and conversation around topics of life and faith, God and meaning. This gathering is 
not limited to members of Our Redeemer; all people are welcome to join. Our next gathering will be on 
Tuesday, February 27, 7:00pm at Voodoo Brewing Co. in Houston, PA.  

Sign ups are requested for many of the events at Our Redeemer.   You can sign up 
through our website or on the bulletin board at the church. 
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Member News 

Noah’s Ark Preschool 
 
Mr. Rogers stated, “Knowing that we can be loved exactly as we are gives us all the best opportunity for grow-
ing into the healthiest of people.” As teachers, we work hard to discover and appreciate exactly who each child 
is, right now, so that we can love them exactly as they are. One of the most important things we do in our 
school is to both teach and live, acceptance. We accept differences in thought and ideas, messes and mistakes, 
and we also accept big feelings here. We accept and embrace tears, anger, frustration, sadness and of course 
silliness and happiness too. When we notice the preschool children doing the same for their friends, we feel so 
much joy, knowing that to give love, you need to first feel loved. At Noah’s Ark, we task ourselves with a 
mighty responsibility, one where every child and adult feels valued and embraced. We aim to foster a culture 
where everyone thrives both intellectually and emotionally so that allow everyone to grow into the healthiest 
versions of themselves. We hope that you have been blessed by our culture and that your children feel loved 
and valued here! 
  
Because February is traditionally the month of love we asked a few of our children what love means to them! 
Here’s what they said; 
  
Love means: 
  
Hearts 
Something you feel in your heart. 
Playing with everyone. 
Wanting to be kind to someone. 
Taking care of someone. 
Missing someone when they are gone. 
Lots of hugs and kisses. 
When your mommy is so sweet. 
  
We hold our Bagels with a Buddy this month, a time that preschoolers share their classrooms with a loved 
one, and we celebrate Valentine’s Day at school, both excellent times for our preschoolers to practice loving 
another. This month, I pray that your celebrations and your daily lives are filled with love too! 

 
 
 
 

Heidi Garner, Director 
Noah’s Ark Preschool   

Rest in Peace 
 
On January 22, Mandy Jarosh lost her battle with cancer at the young age of 44. She had been a member of 
Our Redeemer for 11 ½ years and was a member of the Chancel Choir. She is survived by her husband, Tom 
and their children Ben (17), Beth (14) and Bella (11). A funeral service will be held here at Our Redeemer on 
Saturday, February 3 at 11:00am. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon her. 
 
A luncheon will follow Mandy’s funeral service. If you would like to help in any way (set-up, food donation, 
serving, clean-up) please contact the church office. 
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 Year to Date as of  December 2023 
         

   This Year    Last Year  

  Current  Building  Total    Current   Building   Total  

         
Income         $498,582 $53,210 $551,792  $492,040 $58,915 $550,955 

        

Expenses $437,249  $437,249  $472,234  $472,234 

        

Surplus (deficit) $61,333 $53,210 $114,543  $19,806 $58,915 $78,721 

        

Surplus (deficit)   $114,543    $78,721 

        

Other Outreach Offerings  
   Year to 

Date  
      

 Abiding Missions 
$1,275       

 City Mission  $428       

 ELCA World Hunger  $6,130       

 Lutheran World Relief $455       

  $11,374       

 City Mission Food Pantry $324       

 ELCA Disaster Relief Int’l $895       
 ELCA Disaster Relief DOM $1,332       

 Good Gifts $535       

Stewardship— How Are We Doing? 

In Our Prayers  
 
We lift up the following members of our congregation so that they may be strengthened by our 
prayers of intercession: 
  

Carol Ausefski, Guy Smith, Ray Hrabar, Chris Decker, Jen Barbati, Gary McGaffic, Randy Stonemark, 
Lynn Broman, Joe Maize, and Brian Casper.  

  
We remember those friends and family members who have asked for our prayers: 
  

Mike Levkulich, Dave Brewton, Pam Turner, Joan Dvorznak, Linda Day, Gary Lasher, Calvin Cokeley, 
Laura Norton, Anthony Santaguida, Judy Concannon, Dan Stimmel, Ray Keisling, Janice Poole, Nester 
Miskow, Wendy Brosky, Anthony Orecchio, Tamara Brister, Heidi Garner, Carol Davelli, Dot Glidden, 
Marcy Raeford, Nancy Lyons, Kayden Spencer, Larry Pansino, Lara Alderson, The Rev. Warren Lundblad, 
Mike Zgorliski, Ron Rieger, Kerwin Broman, Mike Engman, Nancy Adams, Robert Ruppel, and Lydia 
Damoose.  

 
We remember those who grieve: 

The family and friends of Christopher Shepherd, especially Ann Shepherd, and Micki, Mathieu, and 
Roman Kippelen.  

The family and friends of Mandy Jarosh, especially Tom, Ben, Beth, and Bella Jarosh.  
 
The most recently added names appear at the beginning of the list and will remain for three months. You 
may add names, remove a name, or ask for renewal by submitting your request in writing and placing it in 
the offering plate, drop off in the church office, or submit by email to orlc@comcast.net. 
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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
105 Gateshead Drive 
McMurray, PA  15317-3101 

O  R  L  C  
105 Gateshead Drive     McMurray, PA  15317-3101 

724-941-7467 
 

W  S  
SATURDAY 5:30 PM and SUNDAY 9:00 and 11:00 AM (live-streamed) 

Online services are available through facebook.com/ORLutheran, YouTube 
and the church’s website. 

 
GROWING IN GOD (Sept. - May), 10:00 AM, Age 3-Adults 

 
THE REV. MARTHA CLEMENTSON, INTERIM PASTOR  

443-699-9837,  clementsonmartha@gmail.com 
        

THE REV. KEVIN CLEMENTSON, INTERIM  PASTOR                                                              
443-699-8534, kcclementson@yahoo.com  

THE REV. KERRI CLARK, PASTOR - 724-603-5589, rev.kerri.clark@gmail.com 

HEIDI GARNER, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL - 724-942-6699 
noahspreschool@comcast.net 

MARY HELEN BARR, MUSIC DIRECTOR - 412-780-3357 (cell) 

ELAINE DOLCICH, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

THE REV. JOHN F. YEDLICKA, PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Office 724-941-7467          Fax 724-941-3262 
E-mail:  orlc@comcast.net 

Website: https://www.OurRedeemer-peters.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ORLutheran 

YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/ORLCyoutube 

OUR VISION 

 

The vision of Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church is to be a 

welcoming church where people 

of all ages and backgrounds will: 

encounter God in worship, 

experience Christian community, 

discover their God-given gifts, 

grow in faith, and be equipped for 

service and witness as we are 

sent out into God’s world. 


