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April 2024 

Created for Community 
 
The focus of our Wednesday evenings in Lent was “Created for 
Community”. In potluck dinners and conversations around the table, in 
singing and praying together in worship, we lived this theme. 
 
Our evenings also included work on a weaving project. Using CDs as a 
base, we used yarn and ribbon in various colors and styles to weave a 
circular pattern. This work was intentionally collaborative. Participants 
were invited to take a CD, weave a little, then return it to the basket, 
choosing a different CD to work on the following week. These woven CDs 
were then joined together to make a banner, which will be on display in 
the sanctuary throughout the long and joyous Easter season. 
 

Weaving is such an apt metaphor for life in community with God and with one another. Individual threads, 
individual people are joined together, bringing diversity of color and texture, of gifts and experiences and 
personalities. The thing that unites a woven piece is the strong warp threads. The thing that unites our woven 
community is the love of God in Christ Jesus.  
 
Diversity can also be seen in the design of each woven circle. There is - intentionally! - a wide color palette, 
and no prescribed pattern or design. The result is a bit messy, certainly not uniform - and yet, also beautiful! 
Different styles and colors and patterns come together to make something truly unique. Would our work look 
“better” if one person, especially one professional, did them all? Perhaps. But perfection is not ever our goal - 
we are only human, after all! There is indeed something special about the collaborative process and the beauty 
of different perspectives, ideas, and styles coming together as one.  
 
As the base for this project, we repurposed CDs. In using these discs for something other than their intended 
purpose, we are reminded of the ways God is “making all things new” (Rev. 21:5). The theme of resurrection 
and new life is especially appropriate in this Easter season! 
 
Around the edges of each CD you can catch glimpses of the shiny silver finish. My hope is that once the banner 
is hung in the sanctuary, these shiny edges will catch and reflect the sunlight. As we see this light reflected 
around the room, let it be a reminder that we are created and called to reflect God’s love shown to us and 
share it with our neighbors. 
 
Thank you to Patti Day for running with this idea - 
weaving a sample, preparing all the CD bases and weaving 
needles, and assembling the banner; to all who gave an 
abundance of yarn and ribbon; to the Binottos for their 
help teaching; and to everyone who spent time weaving 
over this season. We’d love to hear your thoughts and 
reflections on this project! 
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Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Easter Egg Hunt - Kids age 10 and under are invited to join us for an 
Easter story, crafts, games, and an egg hunt on Saturday, March 30 
at 10:30am. Helpers are also needed to hide eggs and staff the 
stations. Sign up on the bulletin board or online. Thank you to our 
Youth Group students for their work stuffing eggs!  

Children’s Good Friday 
 
Join Pastor Kerri on Good Friday, March 29 at 10am in the Social Hall as 
we walk through the story of Holy Week in an interactive way. Be 
mindful that things may get messy - we’ll be using washable paint while 
we hear the story. 
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Sign ups are requested for many of the events at Our Redeemer. You can sign up 
through our website or on the bulletin board at the church. 

Our Redeemer Game Night - Fun and Games! 
 
A great time was had by all at Our Redeemer’s Game Night on March 9. Attendees enjoyed learning and 
playing four games in 30-minute rotations: Bingo, Bunco, Trivia, and Family (and Friends) Feud. A make-
your-own-sundae bar capped off the evening. 
 
Awards went to players with the highest points in each game for the evening: 
Bingo - Juliette Langley 
Bunco - John & Mohylyn Yocca 
Trivia - Linda Nickles (adult winner) and Clark Moody (child winner) 
Family Feud - The “Pretty Pink Ponies” Team: Larry Day, Patti Day, & Clint Langley 

https://forms.gle/pD72mA7PcD6vrSma6
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Holy Hikers 
 
Our April edition of the Holy Hikers series will be held on the Arrowhead Trail on Saturday, April 13 at 9am 
starting at the large parking lot behind the old St. Petersburg Center building (210 Valley Brook Rd) east of the 
intersection of Rte. 19 and Valley Brook Rd. We will head west along the trail featuring several old railroad 
bridges and tunnels on a 2-mile out and 2-mile back journey (crossing Chartiers Creek). The surface 
is crushed limestone on a very slight gradient. Dogs are encouraged so bring your furry friends along. 
 
As always, everyone is welcome, RSVPs not required (just show up). Self-paced so no need to keep up with the 
fast-walkers (bring a friend along to hike with!). This is easy-going, informal, come as you are, participate as 
you will, get exercise, have fun!! If directions are needed give me a call. 
  
See you there!! 
Clint Langley 724-263-7757 
 
 

Blessings in a Backpack 
 
Dear Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you very much for your generous in-kind donation in 2023 of 564 applesauce/fruit cups, 247 pasta 
cups, 72 raisin boxes, 36 pudding cups, 25 cereal boxes, 60 pretzel packs, and 52 count oatmeal packs which 
benefited our Ringgold Elementary School program of Blessings in a Backpack. 
 
Today, food insecurity impacts children in every corner of the United States. An astounding 100% of U.S. 
counties currently have food insecure residents. That’s why your support makes such an enormous difference. 
 
Because of YOU, more children in Ringgold Elementary School will know where their next meal will come 
from when they leave school on Friday afternoon. We are so grateful for the impact you make on kids each 
weekend. 
 
Thank you for letting kids be kids – without the worry of being hungry. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Erin Kerr 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Thank you Dani Mizia and Jaymi Moody for your hard work in 2023 to get our donations to the children of 
Ringgold Elementary. 
 
 

Abiding Missions Project 
 
Thank you for your generous donations for people in the Allentown neighborhood served by Abiding Missions. 
We filled the large brown bin in the Narthex more than twice!!! Thanks to Art Alderson who delivered the 
donations for us. Once again, the generosity of Our Redeemer is touching the lives of people who are in need 
of our help. Thank you!  
 
 

Service Opportunity for April 
 
Join us on Friday April 5 from noon-2pm at the Food Helpers/Greater Washington County Food Bank 
warehouse in Brownsville (about 30min. from the church) to pack boxes of nonperishables to be given out at 
their Truck to Trunk distributions. We can take up to 12 participants, must be at least 12 years old. Please sign 
up on the bulletin board or online. The warehouse is located at 909 National Pike W, Brownsville, PA 15417. 
Contact Jaymi Moody with any questions at shawnandjaymi@verizon.net. 
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Lutherlyn Events 
 
Solar Eclipse Retreat, April 6-8. (Registration Deadline: March 25) 
 

Visit Lutherlyn’s website for more details on these and other events.  
 

Lutherlyn Summer Camp 
 

Registration for the summer of 2024 is open! ORLC offers camperships for any children attending Lutherlyn 
or Agape, our local ELCA camps. Do not submit payment to the camp at registration, but inform the church 
office before May 15 so campership money may be sent. 
 
Lutherlyn offers$100 off the registration fee for Summer Camp for first-time campers. Use coupon 
code FIRST when registering to receive. This applies to Lutherlyn’s residential week-long programs. Young 
Folks half-week programs get $50 off for FIRST-TIME campers with the same code. Does not apply to Family 
Camp, Confirmation Camp, Day Camps, or Small Fry Days. Must be a FIRST TIME summer camper. No 
additional discounts may be combined with this offer. 
 
Not sure about sending your child to camp? You can learn more about this summer’s camp schedule, costs, or 
view frequently asked questions at lutherlyn.com/summercamp. Lutherlyn’s staff is also happy to answer any 
questions you may have about our programs, the registration process, pricing, financial assistance, or any 
other questions you may have.  
 

Lutherlyn’s Office Hours: Monday through Friday from 9am to 5pm 
Phone: 724-865-2161 

email: registrar@lutherlyn.com  
 

Lutherlyn Building for the Future Campaign 
 
Here at Our Redeemer, we rejoiced in the commitment of $40,000 to Lutherlyn’s Campaign. Many of us made 
3-year pledges. Don’t forget how important it is to follow through on those pledges! Thank you for being 
mindful of continuing to fulfill your pledge. At this point, monies are to be sent directly to Lutherlyn, marked 
clearly, “Building for the Future” with notation that this is toward your pledged amount. 
 
 

Growing in God 
 
G.i.G. Teacher Appreciation will be observed on May 5! Watch for more information about this celebration 
coming soon. Please note this will be the last day for Growing in God classes. 
 
 

Church Library 
 
Help is needed for the church library! In 2023 there were a great many books moved in and out of the church 
library. Now I would like to request Word processing help to update the Church Library Index. The 
catalogue numbers have been assigned, but I need someone who would be willing to enter the book titles in 
Word. That can be done at home with your computer or at the extra computer in the church office, when it is 
not needed for typing the Focus. This is not a rush job, so you can take several months to finish up, if you 
choose. Please contact Phyllis, if you need more information. (phyllis.permar@gmail.com) Thank you so much 
for your willingness to help! I look forward to working with you! 
 
                 
 
 
 

https://www.lutherlyn.com/events-retreats/
https://www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp/
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Support our trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering  
  
We’re so excited! Simon Beck, Xander King, Susan O’Brien, and Pastor Kerri will be attending the ELCA Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans this July! The ELCA Youth Gathering is a faith formation event for high school 
students and their adult leaders held every three years. As part of this experience, participants will: 
 

 Be affirmed and challenged in their faith 
 Experience new perspectives 
 Ponder their vocation 
 Bond with their congregational group 
 Learn more about the ELCA and our partners 

Your help is needed as we raise $7,000 to attend this powerful and 
transformational event! In worship on Sunday, April 14, we’ll be sharing a bit 
about the event and what we’re looking forward to this summer! Donations 
with the designation “youth gathering” may be made by cash, check, and 
online. Thank you!  

 Vacation Bible School 
 
Mark your calendars! VBS at Our Redeemer will 
take place Monday, July 8 through Thursday, 
July 11, 9:15am-noon. We’ll head into the woods 
for a summer camp adventure at “Camp 
Firelight” and learn to trust God! Use the QR 
codes in the picture or the links below to 
volunteer and/or to register. 
 
 

To volunteer for VBS click here. 
 

To register your child to attend VBS click here. 
 
 
 
 

 

Crossroads Confirmation 
 
Crossroads Confirmation will meet on Sunday, April 14 from 6:30pm - 8pm. Students are also invited to 
attend Youth Group from 4:30-6:15pm, and then stay for class.  
 

Youth Group 
 
All 7th-12th graders are invited to join Pastor Kerri for Youth Group on Sunday, April 14 from 4:30-6:15pm. 
We’ll eat dinner together (sandwiches) and have a jam session - bring your instruments! Crossroads students 
should plan to stay for class at 6:30pm. Sign up on the bulletin board or online.  
 

Family Friday 
 
K-6th graders and families: bring your dinner and join us for Family Friday on Friday, April 19 at 5:30pm in 
the Social Hall for a story, activities, and playtime! Sign up on the bulletin board or online.  

https://forms.gle/3p4nnSBeoH8AKnir7
https://forms.gle/bBS76GcWZoBm85Lv5
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SWPA Synod MLK Event  
 
Pastor Kerri invites you to an afternoon of learning and worship on 
Sunday, April 7 for “The Legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr: 
Fires of Freedom and Cloud of Witnesses”. This year’s event will be 
hosted at House of Prayer Lutheran in Aliquippa. A pre-event will be 
held at 2pm at Uncommon Grounds, and the event begins at 4pm with 
a panel discussion and youth breakout, followed by dinner at 5:30pm 
and worship at 6:30pm, with the Rev. CeCee Mills preaching and 
Bishop Kurt Kusserow presiding. Find more information here - 
https://www.swpasynod.org/calendar/mlk2024. 
 
 

Lutheran Day in the Capitol 
 
Thursday, May 9 is Lutheran Day in the Capitol. Join Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania (LAMPa) 
in Harrisburg for a day of learning, inspiration, advocacy, and celebration around the theme of “Church 
Together for the Sake of the World God Loves”. In the morning, attend workshops and a worship service at 
Trinity Lutheran, Camp Hill. In the afternoon, visit with legislators at the Capitol. For those who wish to stay 
longer, join a gala event in the evening in celebration of LAMPa’s 45th anniversary and the 50th anniversary 
of ELCA World Hunger. For more information, and to register, visit https://www.lutheranadvocacypa.org/
about/lutheran-day-2024/.  
 
 

SWPA Women of the ELCA 
 
SWPA WOMEN of the E.L.C.A. Convention will be held Saturday, May 18 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
in Greensburg, PA. The theme is “All Creation Praises & Sings!” Opening Worship begins at 8:30am. Bishop 
Kusserow will be present for a Q&A time following worship. “Fair Trade” products will be on sale! 
 
For more information and registration form see narthex bulletin board. Registration form must be submitted 
by April 30, 2024. Registration fee is $40, which includes Saturday lunch. 
 
 

Noah’s Ark Preschool 
  
We are so ready for Spring! We have been truly enjoying the sunshine and warmth on the playground. The 
trees are being climbed and the sand is in constant motion, carried from one place to another. The children 
are beginning to notice the budding trees and growing flowers and the teachers, and I have been having many 
conversations about the growing children! We sit in awe of how much they have grown and changed since 
September. Children who used to be reserved and quiet are now bold and boisterous. For us, this reflects the 
nurturing environment we strive to provide. Witnessing their transformation fills us with immense pride, 
knowing that our love and unwavering acceptance contribute to their journey toward becoming confident, 
proud, lifelong learners.” Thank you so much to all of you who share your children with us at Noah’s Ark! We 
are so privileged to be part of your families.  
  
I have received many after-hours photos of our families enjoying our playground. Few things make me 
happier than seeing children and parents enjoying our space together. With that, I extend a welcome to all of 
our preschool and church family to enjoy our outdoor space any time!  

 

 

 

Heidi Garner, Director 
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In Our Prayers  
 
We lift up the following members of our congregation so that they may be strengthened by our 
prayers of intercession: 
 
 Larry Moul, Kathy Russman, Francine Carlson, Carol Ausefski, Ray Hrabar, Chris Decker, Jen Barbati, 

Gary McGaffic, and Randy Stonemark. 
 
We remember those friends and family members who have asked for our prayers: 
  
 Kerwin Broman, Cameron Mayer, Fritz Fox, Makenna McDonough, Kara Smith, Roy Brown, Frank 

Ricciuti, Jr., Phyllis Rhone, Clem Ferri, Doug Brandt, Nancy Adams, Robert Ruppel, Mike Levkulich, Dave 
 Brewton, Pam Turner, Joan Dvorznak, Linda Day, Gary Lasher, Calvin Cokeley, Laura Norton, Anthony 
Santaguida, Judy Concannon, Dan Stimmel, Janice Poole, Nester Miskow, Wendy Brosky, Anthony 
Orecchio, Tamara Brister, Heidi Garner, Carol Davelli, Dot Glidden, Marcy Raeford, Nancy Lyons, Kayden 
Spencer, and Larry Pansino.  

 
We remember those who grieve: 
 
 The family and friends of Dale Opeka; Shirley Dempster on the death of her brother Ray Keisling. 
  
The most recently added names appear at the beginning of the list and will remain for three months. You 
may add names, remove a name, or ask for renewal by submitting your request in writing and placing it in 
the offering plate, drop off in the church office, or submit by email to orlc@comcast.net. 
 
 

Member News 
 
New Address: Susan Loeser 
    129 Majestic Drive 
    Canonsburg PA 15317-6099 
 
Best wishes in your new home. 
 
 

Call Committee Update 
 
The Our Redeemer Call Committee is pleased to report that a required “Ministry Site Profile” has been 
submitted to the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod office. On April 4, the committee will move on to the next 
step in the pastoral call process when they meet with Pastor Peter Asplin, assistant to the Bishop, to 
receive training in discernment and the interviewing of candidates. 
 
Alison D’Addieco, chair 
 
 

Our Redeemer Women’s Social Gathering  
 
Pastor Martha invites all interested women of all ages to gather for an evening of fellowship and conversation 
on Thursday, May 2 at 7pm. An evening snack will be offered along with a time of devotion. We’ll have a 
conversation about providing funeral luncheons and any other topic of interest. Most of all we’ll have fun 
being together! Please sign the sheet in the narthex or sign up online.  
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Stewardship— How Are We Doing? 
 Year to Date as of February 2024 

         

   This Year    Last Year  

  Current  Building  Total    Current   Building   Total  

         
Income         $79,512 $7,510 $87,022  $73,402 $8,197 $81,599 

        

Expenses $80,480  $80,480  $77,685  $77,685 

        

Surplus (deficit) $(968) $7,510 $6,542  $(4,283) $8,197 $3,914 

        

Surplus (deficit)   $6,542    $3,914 

        

Other Outreach Offerings    Year to Date  
      

 Abiding Missions $200 
      

 City Mission  $22       

 City Mission Food Pantry $15       

 ELCA World Hunger  $720       

 Lutheran World Relief $60       

  $1,107       

Spring Clean-up Day 
 
Spring is just around the corner. Our annual spring clean-up will be held on Saturday, April 20 (rain date of 
April 27). Bring your garden gloves and any tools that you feel will be helpful to clear out the old and make 
way for the new growth. 
 
 

Dining Divas 
 
The Dining Divas will meet for lunch on Tuesday, April 30 at 12:30pm at Al’s Cafe (435 McMurray Road, 
Bethel Park). Ladies, even if you can't come every month, we welcome you whenever you can to join in the fun 
and fellowship.  
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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
105 Gateshead Drive 
McMurray, PA 15317-3101 

O  R  L  C  
105 Gateshead Drive     McMurray, PA  15317-3101 

724-941-7467 
 

W  S  
SATURDAY 5:30pm and SUNDAY 9 and 11am  (live-streamed) 

Online services are available through facebook.com/ORLutheran, YouTube 
and the church’s website. 

 
GROWING IN GOD (Sept. - May), 10am, Age 3-Adults 

 
THE REV. MARTHA CLEMENTSON, INTERIM PASTOR  

443-699-9837,  clementsonmartha@gmail.com 
        

THE REV. KEVIN CLEMENTSON, INTERIM  PASTOR                                                              
443-699-8534, kcclementson@yahoo.com  

THE REV. KERRI CLARK, PASTOR - 724-603-5589, rev.kerri.clark@gmail.com 

HEIDI GARNER, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL - 724-942-6699 
noahspreschool@comcast.net 

MARY HELEN BARR, MUSIC DIRECTOR - 412-780-3357 (cell) 

ELAINE DOLCICH, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

THE REV. JOHN F. YEDLICKA, PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Office 724-941-7467          Fax 724-941-3262 
E-mail:  orlc@comcast.net 

Website: https://www.OurRedeemer-peters.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ORLutheran 

YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/ORLCyoutube 

OUR VISION 

 

The vision of Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church is to be a 

welcoming church where people 

of all ages and backgrounds will: 

encounter God in worship, 

experience Christian community, 

discover their God-given gifts, 

grow in faith, and be equipped for 

service and witness as we are 

sent out into God’s world. 

 


