Church

. The Focus

May 2023

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers.” Acts 2:42

During the season of Easter, our first reading in worship comes not from the Old Testament, but rather from
the book of Acts. Acts, written by the same author as the Gospel of Luke, follows the early Church as the new
believers learn, grow, and share life together, gathering as a community shaped by the good news of Jesus.

I especially love this passage from Acts 2 that we heard in worship at the end of April for the way it so
succinctly describes a rhythm of life that is familiar to us even today. Learning together, sharing in fellowship,
eating and worshiping together - these are the joys of community! Through these actions we strengthen our
bonds as siblings in Christ and co-workers in the Gospel. As we grow in relationship to one another, we find
opportunities to give and receive care, support, encouragement, and joy.

You'll notice as you flip through these pages that “fellowship” could very well be the theme of the month. Lots
of opportunities for gathering together around food, learning, and community are available for people of all
ages and interests. Play some games and roast marshmallows around the campfire at a special camp-themed
Family Friday for all ages; dig into current issues at Pub Theology; enjoy God’s beautiful creation with the
Holy Hikers; share good food and good conversation with the Dining Divas; catch a new movie and share in
discussion with the Faithful Filmgoers - whether you've been around Our Redeemer for decades or have
joined us within the last year, there is a place for you!

As we spend time together and time with God, we give thanks for the gift of community. With so many people
feeling isolated and divided these days, the bonds we cultivate in this place become even more important. Of
course, community is not always easy - there are disagreements and differing opinions, misunderstandings
and hurt feelings, even here. What good news it is, then, that the powerful love of God continues to draw us
together and make us one.

Vadlp kg

Congratulations to the 2023 Our Redeemer Confirmands!

Four young people will confirm their faith at the 11:00 service on Sunday, April 30. A coffee hour will be held
between the services in their honor. Please join us in congratulating them as they become confirmed
members of our congregation.

Thomas Foertsch Xander King McKayla Fornof McKenna Fornof
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WORSHIP

Summer Worship Schedule — Our summer worship
schedule begins May 27-28. Saturday worship at 5:30pm will
be outdoors, weather permitting. Bring a chair! Sunday
worship will be one service held at 10am. This service will be
livestreamed.

Pentecost — Pentecost is on May 28! (It happens to be
Memorial Day Weekend this year.) This is the same weekend
Our Redeemer moves to the summer schedule. Wear red to
celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the
Christian Church!!!'! We look forward to celebrating together
at 5:30pm on Saturday and 10am on Sunday!!
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Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church

Pub Theology
May 23

A new ministry of fellowship and
conversation around topics of life
and faith, God and meaning. This
gathering is not limited to
members of Our Redeemer; all
people are welcome to join. The
first gathering is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 23 at 7:00 pm. We
will be meeting at Voodoo Brewing Co. West Pike Pub in
Houston, PA. The current goal is to meet the fourth (4t)
Tuesday of the month going forward. Join us in this new
adventure and bring a friend. To help us prepare for our first
gathering sign up online.

W&m iwm

PUB THEl]I.UGY

—— BEER, CONVERSATION & GOD ——

Voodoo Brewing Co.
Waest Pike Pub
23 West Pike 5t.
Houston, PA 15342

"Bits of Broadway"

The Washington Festival Chorale
Sunday, May 21 - 3:00pm
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Cost: $10
Tickets available at the door or at the
church office



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci7kcb9AcxHqfAUOAN19KFFkt1Y8zJtqhFvupgZ4kyWhnzYg/viewform
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Donations for Easter Decorations were received from:

Gary and Stephanie Ausefski in memory of our son Brian. He lives in our hearts.

Jen and Anthony Barbati in celebration of our family

Jim Beaumont in memory of Bernadette Wittman

Jim Beaumont in memory of Matthew Wittman

Missy Bookhammer in loving memory of Tom McCollum

Carol Brandyberry in memory of Ed Handshue

Maegan and Jim Bregenser, Jr. in honor of our children: Hardy and Amanda Kern-Carberry, Kelsey Kern and
Patrick Gallagher, Jimmy Bregenser, Mary Bregenser, and Leah Kern

Ruth Brosky in memory of loved ones

The Casper family in celebration of our risen Savior

Pastor Kevin and Pastor Martha Clementson in memory of Helen and Clarence Clementson

Pastor Kevin and Pastor Martha Clementson in memory of The Rev. Gilson and Lois Waldkoenig

Patti and Larry Day in memory of Margaret and Yutie (George) Vukovcan

Patti and Larry Day in memory of Marty and Richard Day

Mike and Cheryl Debowski in memory of our son Matthew, our parents, and all those who have preceded us in
death

Shirley Dempster in honor of sons David and Chris

The Divelbliss family in memory of Terry L. Divelbliss

Janet P. Elliott in memory of Norman W. Elliott by his wife and children

Bruce and Michele Engman in honor of our family

The Forrest family in celebration of our wonderful family

The Greco family in celebration of Easter

Lori Greene and Chris Decker in memory of Clyde and Mary Elizabeth Greene

Lori Greene and Chris Decker in memory of Dutch and Edna Decker

Ron and Joyce Kilgore in honor of their children and families

The Langley family in memory of Bill Healey

The Langley family in memory of Ron Langley

Kim and Joe Maize in memory of George and Betty Hildebrand

Kim and Joe Maize in memory of James Maize

Ginny Mickitsch in memory of John Mickitsch

Ginny Mickitsch in memory of Judy Dubich

Linda Nickles

Rolf Otterness

Phyllis J. Permar in thanksgiving for my family

William Piper in memory of Ruth N. Piper

Sally and Carl Ruppel in celebration of our risen Lord

The Secrists in honor of Gigi and Papa

Bob and Carol Shader in memory of Detta Shader

Bob and Carol Shader in memory of George and Antoinette Ranii

Fred and Barb Smith in memory of Howard and Betty Schumacher

Fred and Barb Smith in memory of Fred Sr. and Lois Smith

Fred and Barb Smith in celebration of grandchildren Olivia, Wyatt, Landon, Liam, Gunnar and Summerlee

Guy and Karen Smith in celebration of our 50t Wedding Anniversary

Sharon Snyder in memory of family and friends

Thank you!
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Family Friday — People of all ages are invited to join us on Friday, May 12 at 6pm for a special edition of
Family Friday — Camp Lutherlyn style! We'll have a campfire and s’'mores bar, camp games, songs, and more! Sign
up on the bulletin board or online.

Flat Jesus — Flat Jesus is back for another summer of adventures! As you travel near and far this summer,
remember that Jesus is with you wherever you go. Pick up or print out a “Flat Jesus” template. Color it, cut it out,
and laminate if you'd like. Bring Flat Jesus along on your summer adventures close to home or out on the road,
then snap a picture and share it with us! We’d love to post pictures on the bulletin board at church and/or in our
weekly emails and the ORLC Facebook page.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our education staff for their devotion and commitment to teaching
our children and youth our faith with such enthusiasm and creativity.

e Preschool/Kindergarten children were taught by Linda Nickles and Laura Culp.
Lower Elementary children in grades 1-3 were taught by Dani Mizia, Karen Glass and Anne Scher.
Upper Elementary youth in grades 4-6 were taught by Stacey Wold and Christina Mann.
Youth in grades 7-12 were taught by Pastor Kerri.
Music for all the kids was also led by Pastor Kerri at the beginning of Growing in God classes each week!
Pastor Martha led the Bible study for adults beginning in February.

Thanks to all of the staff and to the parents that brought their children and youth to weekly Christian education.
It's been a great year!

Phyllis Permar

Growing in God — The last Sunday of Growing in God for this school year will be Sunday, May 21 (there is no
class on Sunday, May 14). Join us as we review the year, thank our teachers, and celebrate together!

August 7-10, 9:15-noon

VBS Registration — Save the date for “Renew: The Green VBS” ]
held August 7-10 from 9:15-noon! Kids from age 3.5 to those who )
have completed 5t grade. Volunteers (rising 7t graders to adults)

are needed. .

Register your child to attend by clicking here.
Volunteers, click here.
THE CREEN VvVBS™

FELLOWSHIP

Young Adult Gathering — Young Adults (ages 18-30ish) are invited to join Pastor Kerri for game night on
Thursday, May 4 at 7:30pm. Bring your favorite game and a snack to share. Sign up on the bulletin board or online.

Faithful Filmgoers—After a long hiatus, Faithful Filmgoers is happy to be back in theaters, starting on Friday
evening, May 19. Earlier that week, Steve D’Addieco will let you know the film, theater, and meeting time. After the
film, we'll find a place that is close by and open late to grab a bite and discuss the film. To be put on Steve’s email
list, send your name and email address to stevendaddieco@gmail.com. And please spread the word; encourage
people to send him their names and email addresses so they can be added to the list. You do not have to be mem-
bers of Our Redeemer to participate.

Dining Divas—The Dining Divas will meet for lunch on Thursday, May 18 at 12:30 at Doc's BBQ and Smokehouse
(3262 Miller's Run Rd).



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci7kcb9AcxHqfAUOAN19KFFkt1Y8zJtqhFvupgZ4kyWhnzYg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGeuMkFYELOFghRQE2u6EvcYm-ZXGYcnaG400j3CM9TeB29w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegoyyShyB4jFDOGMO6wzkWXYMvWQ-Kv4ucMQWRpCdOwxFKxQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci7kcb9AcxHqfAUOAN19KFFkt1Y8zJtqhFvupgZ4kyWhnzYg/viewform
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HoLY HIKERS! A NEW FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITY

What/who is a Holy Hiker... YOU! Announcing a new fellowship event(s) for the summer and fall months designed
to get outside and explore some of the scenic hikes in Washington and surrounding counties. Details such as
locations, frequency, lengths of hikes, swag(?), will be ironed out as we go along but the following intentions will be
our guiding principles.

e Everyone is welcome, RSVPs not required (just show up at the time and place), although this may evolve
into a group email address list for hike information dissemination.
Friends are welcome (again, just show up).
Consistent day of the week and time for the hikes TBD (ie. Saturdays 9:00am?).
Out and back hikes to permit early turn-arounds (if you don’t want to go the whole distance).
Self-paced so no need to keep up with the fast-walkers (bring a friend to hike with!).
So, this is easy-going, informal, come as you are, participate as you will, get exercise, have fun!!
Saturday, May 6 at 9:00am will be the kick-off event held on the Peters TWP Arrowhead biking trail starting at the
large parking lot behind the old St. Petersburg Center building (210 Valley Brook Rd) east of the intersection of Rte
19 and Valley Brook Rd. We will head east along the trail and then explore the new connector trail to the high
school/twp park combined property. See you there!!

Your friend in Christ,
Clint Langley

PS: Naming credits for “Holy Hikers” goes to Steve D’Addieco (Master of Linguistics).

MEMBER NEWS

Thank You New Members
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, John and Sheryl Borden
Thank you so much for the Super Bowl care package, | Randy and Denise Graham
really appreciate it! | remember helping pack the boxes
years ago, and I've been looking forward to it ever Jen King and her daughter, Xander
since. The package really helped me get through the
first half of my semester, thank you again! | am so Jeffrey and Meghan Trojan and their sons,
grateful for our church community. Carter and Luca
Sincerely, Welcome to Our Redeemer

Amelia D’Addieco
Recent Marriage

Congratulations to Ginny Mickitsch and Jim Beaumont
on their marriage.

NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL

It's almost May and in the preschool that means it's almost summer! We love this time of year for so many
reasons. We get to reflect on the amazing growth and changes we have seen since September when we had tears
from little ones and anxious smiles from parents wondering if their child would ever settle in. Those tears and
fears are now replaced with confidence, big smiles and so much joy! We take the chance in May to celebrate the
children’s growth and also all the mommies with our Mother’s Day teas. Our teas are a
time to say “look Mommy, you made it through your first year of preschool too and we
thank you for loving us!” After our teas, we will end our year with our annual school
picnic at Peterswood park where all our families will gather for the chance to enjoy each
other’s company, before we head off for summer fun. We are always so grateful for these
end-of-the-year milestones and for all of the prayers and support you each give us

throughout the year!
NSs Yuad
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NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL, CONTINUED
REMEMBERING

Our Redeemer’s preschool program, Noah's Ark, has a history of being supported by an incredible
staff of teachers and board members. Each of these individuals over the years has dedicated their
time and shared their talents to enhance the philosophy and mission of the preschool.
Several of us who have retired from the preschool meet frequently for lunch, coffee, Bible Study or
general “catching-up.” During one of our times together several of us realized how many teachers
that have passed. Most recently, Shannon Mincin, who taught with Peggy Barczak, died of cancer. A
few years prior we mourned the passing of both Mindy Hudson and Chris Kail. “Let’s honor these
individuals and others by creating a sensory/memory garden on the preschool playground.”
Everyone was enthused and ready to find plants that would encourage the preschoolers to enjoy
gardening and hear how these people had loved our preschool.
After many discussions about location of the garden and ways to remember them, we have started
growing particular plants with sensory features — lamb’s ear, spearmint, thyme, sage, rosemary,
lavender, a lilac bush and hens and chicks. More importantly, we have also purchased bricks with the
names of our honorees that will be placed near the entrance to the preschool, on the playground.
It is our privilege to honor and remember the work and commitment to Noah’s Ark by:

John Mickitsch — Board member

John Hesemann — Board member

Dee Hammer — Teacher, 3-year-olds

Rose Boccardi — Teacher, 4-year-olds

Chris Kail — Teacher, 4-year-olds

Mindy Hudson — Teacher, 3’s & 4-year-olds

Shannon Mincin — Teacher, 4-year-olds
May God’s peace and love continue to hold them as they are surrounded by all of the other angels in
His heavenly choir.

Gerda Moul
Retired Preschool Director
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Did you know that approximately 1 out of 6 American
children are impacted by food insecurity and the numbers
are increasing due to inflation? The Blessings in a
Backpack program at Ringgold Elementary School North is
currently serving approximately 120 children.

Current Needs

e Microwavable cups of Chef Boyardee/
Mac and Cheese style pastas

e Applesauce or fruit cups/squeeze pouches

Monetary donations are also appreciated and used to buy food in
bulk. They can be made at

www.blessingsinabackpack.org (via card/Venmo/PayPal)

or can be mailed to:

Blessings in a Backpack
PO Box 950291
Louisville, KY 40295

**Must designate for Ringgold Elementary School North account
#1440 to be directed to this school.**
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SERVICE & SOCIAL MINISTRY

Are you looking for a way to connect with others and make a difference in the world?

Our Redeemer Service/Outreach Committee is regrouping and we truly welcome new participants! It is our
task to guide our congregation’s outreach in our local community and in God’s whole world. The ministry of
Service/Outreach has so many possibilities...come and help think about how we can strengthen the ways in
which our congregation already serves in the community and join in dreaming about new ministries of
service locally and throughout the world.

The Service/Outreach Committee will meet on Thursday, May 4 at 7:00 p.m.

If you are interested in participating or need more information, contact Pastor Martha Clementson at
clementsonmartha@gmail.com or Chairperson Martha Rhone at MRhone28@hotmail.com. If you'd like to
check out the committee without a commitment to become a member, please feel free to attend the meeting
on May 4. You are truly welcome to join us in this important ministry!!

City Mission Food Pantry— We continue to receive donations in the bins in the narthex and deliver them
monthly. The specific needs this month are: Cereal, Canned Chicken, Ramen Noodles, Breakfast Bars, Peanut
Butter, Jelly, Spaghetti Sauce, and Peanut Butter Crackers.

Volunteers are needed to deliver food pantry items and frozen meal pans to City Mission each month. Items
can be delivered any Tuesday or Thursday from 10:00am-3pm; see the sign up sheet on the bulletin board in
the narthex for more details.

B

M|our
Redeemer
|Lutheran
[ IChurch

UNITED WAY
SPRING DAY OF SERVICE

Friday, May 5th from 9am - 1pm
at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church

105 Gateshead Dr, McMurray, PA 15317

airy
"Mlssmn .

724-222-8530
HODEN TREASURES 25

LOTHING ¢ | LOOK FOR OUR

SHOE DﬂNATI()N CITY MISSION TRUCK!

DRIVE-THRU
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LUTHERLYN

April 2023

Dear Members and Friends of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,

Camp Lutherlyn has changed the lives of many members of Our Redeemer — including our own, as you may
have heard during our Temple Talks in church these last few weeks. Generations of children and adults alike
have been deeply impacted by Camp’s invaluable ministry—as campers, volunteers, and summer staff. We're
also proud that Our Redeemer has offered generous camperships throughout the years, ensuring that all who
want to attend camp are able to do so.

These next several weeks we’ll continue to celebrate life-changing adventures in faith at Camp Lutherlyn as we
support Lutherlyn’s “Building for the Future” campaign. Our congregation has accepted a goal of $10,000,
and we’re asking members to respond generously to help us reach the goal. Funds are needed to complete
many important projects over the next three years of the campaign—including building new cabins and other
facilities, and rebuilding and maintaining such sacred spots as camp’s beautiful amphitheater. If your kids
have gone to Lutherlyn, ask them about Friday night closing worship in the amphitheater. It's an unforgetta-
ble and very moving experience. Twilight, in the woods. Crickets and cicadas humming. Guitars strumming.
Cabin leaders connecting individually with their campers, affirming each of them as children of God. There’s
nothing like it.

You'll have the opportunity to join the effort to support camp through this campaign. We’'ll
seek your own pledge or gift through Statement of Intent forms that will be distributed at wor-
ship on May 7 and 14. Please prayerfully consider your response.

In today’s increasingly digital era, unplugging, connecting with others, and learning about God’s creation in
the beautiful wooded hills and meadows of Western Pennsylvania is more important than ever before. Please
help keep this vital ministry alive for generations to come — for our kids’ kids, and their grandkids, too.

Yours in Christ,
Alison D’Addieco and Jackie Beck

Connect to the Campaign!

Family Friday: May 12, 2023 at 6pm. Join us for Victory Sunday! May 21, 2023 at Our Redeemer.
a special Camp Lutherlyn-style Family Friday — fun We'll celebrate our congregation’s support of Camp

for all ages. Camp-style games, s'mores, and songs Lutherlyn’s “Building for the Future” campaign —

around the campfire (weather permitting). complete with a Lutherlyn-style coffee hour. Does
anyone remember the great coffee cake they serve at

Camp Blast at Camp Lutherlyn: Saturday, Camp? We've got Mrs. Shaulis’s recipe!

May 13, 2023 from 11lam-4:30pm. Sample all

that Lutherlyn has to offer — from canoeing, crafts, Share Your Camp Memories! Jackie Beck and

and hay rides to archery, hiking and gaga ball — Alison D’Addieco will be collecting Camp Lutherlyn

includes great camp food and a closing campfire. Al memorabilia and displaying on a table in the narthex

for free! through Victory Sunday, May 21. Please bring your

photos, model rockets, crafts—anything fun to share—
to the church office.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

We lift up the following members of our congregation so that they may be strengthened by our

prayers of intercession:

George Andrewson, Carol Ausefski, Edith Bencic, Steve Broome, Cindy Cox, Chris Decker, Dorothy
Dillemuth, Kerri Evans, Richard and Lori Gajdowski, Ray Hrabar, Mandy Jarosh, Gary McGaffic, Beth
Ricciuti, Dianne Rigby, Kathy Russman, Randy Stonemark.

We remember those friends and family members who have asked for our prayers:
Chris, Doug, Kate, Sam, Nancy Adams, Larry Arch, Sandi Babbie, Gladys Bacco, Nikki Baselj, Todd
Brosky, Wendy Brosky, Doug Bush, Tom Caley, Carolyn Dagg, Ellen Deutsch, D. Tom Emery, Carl
Engman, Pat Filipiak, Beth Gallagher, Catie Geory, lan Gonzalez, Lisa Grimes, Robert Hildebrand, Joyce
Hough, Stan Karoleski, Ray Keisling, June Lance, George Langford, Jess Lee, Diane Ley, Elizabeth Locher,
Mildred Maize, Charlene Marquart, Ruth Marston, Megan Meseck, Samantha L. Middlemiss, Jolie
Mihalik, Chuck Miller, Owen Miller, Adam Miskow, Linda Moeslein, Margaret Moran, Joyce Morrison,
Dolores Munsick, Beth Napolitano, Phil Neubauer, Lynn Oberg, Kathy Oberle, Brad Olson, Jean Orth,
Gracie Patton, Tracey Perles, Dave Provenzano, Cyndi Quinn, Jess Izzi Reiter, Betty and Frank Rively,
Jeanie Rose, Joe Sarubbi, Dave Schrader, Jeff Schwarz, Meryl Severson, Holly Shader, Karol Smith,
Donna Stafford, Dan Stimmel, Gary Stinson, Andrew Straka, Terri Strawn, Jennifer Kepple Styles, Tina
Thielet, Nancy Verderber, Art W., Dave Weikel, Ellyn Whitt and family, Rhianna Wilk, and Frank Yocca.

We remember those who grieve:

Mandy and Tom Jarosh and family on the death of Mandy’s father, Gordon Ley; the Fecher family on the

death of Martha Fecher.

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please submit your request in writing and place in the offering
plate, drop off in the church office, or submit by e-mail to oric@comcast.net. Please help to keep this list current by
contacting the church office when someone can be removed from the list.

STEWARDSHIP ~ HOW ARE WE DOING?

Year to Date as of March 2023

This Year Last Year
Current Building  Total Current Building Total
Income $115,094 $12,448 $127,542 $115,605 $14,258 $129,863
Expenses $109,948 $109,948  $112,721 $112,721
Surplus (deficit) $5,146 $12,448 $17,594  $2,884 $14,258 $17,142
Surplus (deficit) $17,594 $17,142
Year to
Other Outreach Offerings Date
Abiding Missions $400
City Mission $25
City Mission Food Pantry $25
ELCA World Hunger $1,305
ELCA Disaster Relief Intl $895
Lutheran World Relief $90

$2740
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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

105 Gateshead Drive
McMurray, PA 15317-3101

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
105 Gateshead Drive McMurray, PA 15317-3101
724-941-7467

WORSHIP SERVICES
SATURDAY 5:30 PM and SUNDAY 9:00 and 11:00 AM (live-streamed)
Online services are available through facebook.com/ORLutheran, YouTube
and the church’s website.

OUR VISION

GROWING IN GOD (Sept. - May), 10:00 AM, Age 3-Adults The vision of Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church is to be a

THE REV. MARTHA CLEMENTSON, INTERIM PASTOR
443-699-9837, clementsonmartha@gmail.com
welcoming church where people

of all ages and backgrounds will:

THE REV. KEVIN CLEMENTSON, INTERIM PASTOR
443-699-8534, kcclementson@yahoo.com

encounter God in worship,

THE REV. KERRI CLARK, PASTOR - 724-603-5589, rev.kerri.clark@gmail.com
experience Christian community,
HEIDI GARNER, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL - 724-942-6699
noahspreschool@comcast.net discover their God-given gifts,
MARY HELEN BARR, MUSIC DIRECTOR - 412-780-3357 (cell) grow in faith, and be equipped for
service and witness as we are

ELAINE DOLCICH, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
sent out into God’s world.
THE REV. JOHN F. YEDLICKA, PASTOR EMERITUS

Office 724-941-7467 Fax 724-941-3262
E-mail: orlc@comcast.net
Website: https:/www.OurRedeemer-peters.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ORLutheran
YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/ORLCyoutube




