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Pastor’s Message

Paul wrote to the early Christians in Rome saying, “We do not live to ourselves and we do not die to ourselves. If we
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s.” (Romans 14: 7 & 8)

In the 17th Century clergy person and poet, John Donne, popularized this thought in a sermon in London’s St.
Paul’s Cathedral. He said, “No one is an island, entire of itself; everyone is a piece of the Continent, a part of the
main...any one’s death diminishes me...And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for
thee.” (I substituted “one” for “man.”)

Together, Saint Paul and the Rev. Donne remind us that we are connected to our Lord, to one another, and to the
world. Our recent experience of a worldwide pandemic demonstrated this truth as well. While we knew that it was
physically safer to stay in isolation, we found ways to stay connected. The use of Zoom for work settings, school,
church meetings, and families as well as the use of Livestreaming to deliver worship services directly to our homes
are all testaments to our desire to stay connected.

Now that people are slowly coming out of our isolated places, we are finding great joy in being together again.
Families are realizing the socialization that their children have missed. The church is central in helping us to return
to a more familiar place of relating to our Lord, to one another, and to the world.

Please read through this newsletter and watch the weekly email and announcements to see all that is being offered
through our congregation to bring us together for support and enrichment in our own lives and for the sake of the
world. I won't try to list everything you will read in this exciting newsletter, but I would like to highlight three
things.

The Congregation Council is inviting all members and friends of the congregation to participate in conversations
about our life together and plans for our ministry at ORLC. Please make a commitment to attend one of the Town
Halls because your voice is important in this process.

Second, please note that a bit of a change is coming to our Prayer List. We'd like to keep the prayer list more up to
date so that it can be a lively part of our support for one another. Praying for someone long-term is important.
However, when we gather more and more names it is human nature to give up on connecting with those in need on
a regular basis. So, we are going to place names on the list for three months rather than indefinitely. You may ask
for renewal at three months or ask for someone to be removed within the three months. Currently, we have names
on the list that go back 10 years (or more) without knowing what their current needs might be.

Third, we are getting ready to observe the 10th anniversary of God’s Work-Our Hands on September 10. This event
connects us to the world beyond the doors of our church. While it is out in the future, now is the time to order our
t-shirts and identify the projects we will undertake. This year, there will be a variety of projects. Please read about
this in the newsletter and watch for even more details in the next two months.

Please, over the summer, stay connected with your church family through worship, prayer, service and offerings.
You are needed at Our Redeemer. We look forward to seeing you and hearing from you!

Sign ups are requested for many of the events at Our Redeemer. You can sign up
through our website or on the bulletin board at the church.



https://forms.gle/Cv5zXq5PXXu7rUaa7

Our Redeemer Town Halls

This is a very important time in the life of our congregation. In preparation for the upcoming call
process, the church council would like to hear from you! We are hosting a number of gatherings at
the church (most of them following worship services) in order to hear from a wide range of people.
These gatherings will help to inform the leadership about the hopes and dreams of the congregation
and will give congregational members a chance to hear from each other as well.

You should sign up for the gathering that is most convenient for you. We would like to
have a minimum of 8 people at each meeting and will confirm at least a week ahead of time if the
meeting you signed up for is going to be held. Teens and young adults are urged to participate in the
meeting of their choice but may want to look especially at the meeting that focuses especially on
young adults. Childcare will be provided on at the Sunday, August 13 gathering only. However,
children are welcome at any of the other meetings where they will be able to play in the side area of
the fellowship hall.

Each gathering will be 60-90 minutes in length, depending on the number of people attending and
the robustness of the conversation! Each conversation will be guided by one of our council members.

You may choose from the following dates:

Saturday, July 22 6:15 p.m.— 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, July 30 11:30 a.m. —1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, August 2 7:00 p.m. —8:30 p.m. (especially for teens and young adults)
Saturday, August 5 6:15 p.m. —7:30 p.m.

Sunday, August 13 11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. (childcare provided)

Tuesday, August 22 10:00 a.m. —11:30 a.m.

Please sign the bulletin board online or on the bulletin board in the church to register.

Come prepared to share what brought you to this congregation and what keeps you here. We want to
hear your hopes and dreams about the ministry we share together in this place. We truly want to
hear from YOU!



https://forms.gle/Cv5zXq5PXXu7rUaa7

Special readings for Summer Worship

This summer in worship we’re hearing one of the readings each week from a children’s story Bible rather than the
NRSV translation. To accompany each story, our children and youth have been sharing their artistic talents
through artwork that is displayed on the screen and on the hall bulletin board. Many thanks to our May and June

artists, highlighted here.
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You are invited to Join in a One Sunday Only Pick-Up Choir!!!

Mary Helen Barr is putting together two pick-up choirs during July. This is a great opportunity for a one-day
commitment to enjoy providing special music for our worship service. You do not need to be a member of the
choir or a trained singer! Just come and enjoy being with others who like to sing.

July 9 - Women and Girls

July 23 - Men and Boys
Meet at the church at 9:00 that week to learn and rehearse a new song and then sing it that morning during
the worship service!

Family Friday

K-6t graders and their families are invited to bring dinner and join us on Friday, July 14 at 5:30pm for fun
together on the playground! In the event of inclement weather, we’ll be inside the social hall. Sign up on the
bulletin board or online.

Ice Cream & Movie

Rising 4th-6th graders, join Pastor Kerri at the church on Wednesday, July 12 from 1-3pm for make-your-own
sundaes and a movie! Sign up on the bulletin board or online.

Synod Youth Day

Rising 7th-12th graders, save the date for NWPA & SWPA Synod Youth Day at Lutherlyn, Sunday, August 20,
3-7pm. We will plan to carpool from the church; look for a sign-up sheet soon.

Flat Jesus

Thanks for sharing your pictures with Flat Jesus! So far he’s been strawberry picking, managed to stay dry at the
Wild Things tailgate, joined in our Synod Assembly, took a road trip out west, and even traveled all the way to
Bosnial Photos can be added to the bulletin board or emailed to the office.

ReNew VBS

B

] We are looking forward to ReNew: The Green VBS held August 7-10 from 9:15am

5 to noon! Many volunteers are still needed! Adults as well as youth who have
completed 6th grade are encouraged to complete the volunteer registration form -

N Ew find the form on our website, or via the QR code on the bulletin board.
THE GREEN VBS™

VBS décor prep days

Join Pastor Kerri on Sunday, July 9 after worship and Thursday, July 27 at
10am for some arts and crafts as we continue to work on decorations for VBS!

VBS supplies

We could use donations of plastic soda and water bottles (all sizes, clean and dry), paper egg cartons, empty toilet
paper rolls, colored tissue paper, newspaper, brown packing paper, and large pieces of flat cardboard. Donations
may be placed in the labeled bins in the social hall and narthex. Thanks to all those who have contributed so far!

VBS volunteer orientation

Orientation for VBS volunteers will be held Tuesday, July 25 at 7pm. We'll go through the schedule, theme,
music, and general plan for the week.




Altar Flowers

A flower chart, beginning with July Sundays, will once again be available on the bulletin board. The flowers will be
$58 for an arrangement that will be displayed for worship services in the front of the altar. The arrangement may
be taken home after the final worship service of the weekend. The flowers may be donated in memory/honor/
celebration of whom/what you choose. Checks can be made payable to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. Envelopes
are available next to the flower chart. The envelope can be placed in the offering plate or left on the Office

Administrator’s desk.

Member News

New Cell Phone Number

Barb Divelbliss's new number is 724-470-7790

Ringgold Elementary
School North
Blessings in a
Backpack Update:

We wrapped up the school year with our last pack on
June 1st. We provided bags of food for approximately
120 kids for 32 weekends. That’s over 3800 bags of
food discreetly given to kids who experience food
insecurity on weekends when they do not have access
to free school meals! Each bag contained 9 items for a

regular weekend, 12 for a long weekend. We are so
grateful for the support of the church. Your generous
donations provided 920 food items plus monetary gifts
including the Souper Bowl and Growing In God
collections. All monetary donations are used to
purchase food in bulk. It costs about $125 to feed each
child for the school year. We cannot thank you enough
for the impact that you have made this year. Look for
more information in September when we start the new
school year!

With gratitude,

Jaymi Moody and Dani Mizia
RESN Blessings in a Backpack Coordinators

Holy Hikers!

Gilfillan Trail!!! (Upper St. Clair)

Announcing our new adventure in the Holy Hikers series of athletic events (hiking, walking, exploring).

Saturday, July 8t at 9:00am.

This event will begin at the parking lot near Westminster Presbyterian Church at the intersection of Rte 19 and Orr
Road, featuring a 1.25 mile loop (complete as many loops as you like).

The surface is soft wood chips with one hill to climb. Note that dogs are not permitted on the trail so we’ll have to

leave our furry friends at home this time.

As always, everyone is welcome, RSVPs not required (just show

up). Friends are welcome (again, just show up).

Self-paced so no need to keep up with the fast-walkers (bring a . .

\]

friend to hike with!).

So, this is easy-going, informal, come as you are, participate as

you will, get exercise, have fun!!

Directions: From Our Redeemer head north on Rte 19 for 4.8
miles, turn left onto Orr Road, turn into the first parking lot.

See you there!!
Clint Langley 724-263-7757

\}




Join us for fellowship, friendship and conversation around topics that encourage open and friendly reflection.
The topic of conversation will be presented fresh to everyone when you arrive, everybody comes into the
conversation at the same point. No preparation is necessary to be involved and all are indeed welcome.
Voodoo Brewing in Houston provides not only adult beverages but a wide array of soft drinks. The kitchen
provides everything from sandwiches to snacks. We begin at 7:00 pm July 25. Bring a friend and an open
mind for a time of conversation and fellowship.

Young Adult Gathering

Young Adult Gathering — Young adults (age 18-30ish) are invited to gather for a campfire, s'mores, and
lawn games on Wednesday, July 26 at 7pm at the Langley home.

Faithful Filmgoers

Mark your calendar for our next outing on Friday evening, July 7.

Steve D’Addieco is the coordinator of these events. Near the beginning of July, he will select a movie, a time
and a place with everyone in mind! He will email the details to all of the people who have expressed an
interest in Faithful Filmgoers. If you haven’t done this already, you can easily be added to Steve’s list by
sending him an email regarding your interest at stevendaddieco@gmail.com. Following the movie, the group
goes to a place close by for a late-night snack and discussion of the film. (A group of eight people joined
together on May 19 and had a great time!) Friends are welcome too!

Dining Divas

Wednesday, July 26 at 12:30pm, Sesame Gourmet, 2975 Washington Rd., McMurray

Ladies...join us for a fun lunch and great fellowship. Please sign up so we can arrange for plenty of seating.
New Dining Divas are always welcome!!!

Annual Dinner Theater Outing
set for JULY 28!

This year's play at Little Lake will be "Deathtrap”, which is a comedic
thriller containing adult themes. For a synopsis of the plot see the
bulletin board sign up poster. The play begins at 7:30pm, but an
optional dinner will be at Capstone Grill at 5:45pm. The cost of
admission for the play is $25 per ticket. Please make your check
payable to "Our Redeemer Lutheran Church” and submit by July 16.
We hope that you will be able to join us for this fun outing! For more
information contact Phyllis Permar (phyllis.permar@gmail.com).

-
LITTLE LAKE
Theatré Con\}ml\,,y

0 O




Corey Boehm
Canon-McMillan High
School.

Future plans:
attending Duquesne
University.

Emma Prevade
PA Cyber.
Will be attending
LaRoche University —
Majoring in Interior
Architecture.

aennedy Palek \

Peters Township High
School.

Will be attending Point
Park University Majoring
in Broadcasting
Production.

Gavin Moul

Bethel Park High
School.

Will be attending the

Majoring in Exercise
Science and Business.

o

University of Delaware

Alexandra Stitt
Canon-McMillan
High School.

Will be attending
The Ohio State
University to study
Architecture.

- J
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Peters Township High
School.

Will be attending
Duquesne University
Majoring in
Elementary Education.

J
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Brandon Luciow
Canon-McMiillan
High School.

University.

Will attend Kent State

Cameron Kent
Bethel Park High
School.

Future plans:
Attending Nursing

School.

.

Thomas Fornof
Canon-McMillan
High School.

Plans to attend the
University of
Pittsburgh in the fall.

Julianne May
Peters Township High
School.

St

udying media arts

production at Ohio
University.

J

o
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Our College Graduates

Micha Hewitt

Schreyer Honors College,
Penn State University;
Eberly College of Science,
Penn State University.
B.S. Biology with Honors.
Future Plans: Research,
PhD in Biology

Grace Casper

West Virginia University.
Masters of Safety
Management.

Angela Lucarini
University of North
Carolina Wilmington.
Psychology, Dog Therapy
Training and Behavioral
Specialist Degree. Future
plans: Graduate School.

Mikenna Miller

John Carroll University.
Master of Arts: Clinical
Mental Health Counseling.
Future Plans: Continuing
to practice as an LPC
(Licensed Professional
Counselor).




Summer Book Study

Pastor Martha will be leading discussion on the book, “Look For Me There-
Grieving My Father, Finding Myself, by Luke Russert. We will discuss the
book in general, but will focus on the topics of grief, travel and finding
oneself at any stage in life. Readers are asked to purchase their own books
and read as much of it as possible before we begin. We will meet at the
church on three Thursdays in July: the 13th, 20th and 27th from

“Fabbrallatn,

Summer Food Pantry Needs at the City Mission

Shelley Kubincanek, Church/Community Relations Manager at the Washington City Mission reports that in
the summer, food donations go down and request for food support goes up! On June 20, the Mission’s food
pantry served 50 families, 15 of whom were there for the first time. Items that are especially needed this
summer include: canned soup and vegetables, spaghetti sauce, canned chicken, tuna, ravioli, SpaghettiOs,
crackers, Diapers sizes 5, 6 & 7, Pullups size Large.

Donations can be placed in the large boxes in the church narthex (lobby). Drivers to deliver our
congregational donations are needed each month from August until the end of the year. You can sign up to
deliver donations on the bulletin board at church or online. Thanks for your support in this important work.

Lutheran Campus Ministry Pastor Bennett will be
at ORLC

Did you know that there is a very active campus ministry provided by Lutherans in Pittsburgh? In fact, Pastor
Brian Bennett, the Lutheran campus pastor, just received The 2023 Joseph A. Sittler Award given by the
ELCA for his engagement with the wider church and community from the perspective of campus ministry
through printed or electronic media.

Pastor Bennett will be our guest preacher at the worship services on July 15 & 16. After the worship service
on Sunday, a forum will be held with Pastor Bennett to learn more about the ministry that is provided by and
for students at Pitt and other local campuses. Whether college is in your future or well in the past, or if you
just care about how the church is reaching out to young adults in this complex world, please take a little extra
time to learn more about this very important ministry. (We also will have Coffee Hour that morning. So, grab
a cup of coffee and join us in conversation about how we are reaching out to local college students.)




Building a Team from Our Redeemer for Habitat
for Humanity

The Service and Outreach Committee has reached out to Habitat for Humanity of Greater Pittsburgh to
inquire about volunteer opportunities at a Habitat build site. Habitat is interested in having volunteers from
Our Redeemer participate in a construction day for available dates on August 5 if we can provide at least 10
volunteers for the day. The build site will be in Allegheny County, so some additional travel will be

required. No construction skills are necessary, but only a desire to act as the hands of Jesus for
the day. (Update: 5 more people are needed.)

We need to see if we have enough people interested and available to participate on Saturday,
August 5. If you are interested in participating, please sign up on the bulletin board at church or on line
(link on electronic publicity). Keith would like to lock in the date, so we need your quick response so that we
can determine if we have a group of at least ten people to participate.

A little information about Habitat for Humanity: Habitat Pittsburgh homes are sold to families with an
affordable, no-interest mortgage. Each family must demonstrate a steady income that is within

certain income guidelines. Habitat works to empower families to achieve decent shelter. Families must
currently be living in substandard conditions. This may include a current residence having safety concerns,
health risks, high crime, or being overcrowded. Families work hard to purchase their home. A family must be
willing to work with Habitat Pittsburgh. This includes working alongside volunteers on Habitat Pittsburgh
projects and taking part in financial literacy classes to help manage debt and budget for the future. (Habitat
for Humanity website).

If you would like more information, please contact Keith Mason at krmason057@gmail.com or 412-965-6592.

God’s Work — Our Hands

CELEBRATING

The ELCA’s annual day of service, September 10, is known as God'’s g 1 0 P

Work, Our Hands. This is the 10th anniversary of this churchwide

event that is held in so many congregations across this country. Once YEARS

again, Our Redeemer will be participating in this opportunity for “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday

service. The Service and Outreach Committee is planning a variety of
activities that will give children and adults of all ages a chance to serve n F&’I E‘ ﬁ September 10
our community locally and beyond. Watch the upcoming newsletters L i) 2023
and announcements for more specific details.

In the meantime, if you don’t already have a “God’s Work-Our Hands” t-shirt, we urge you to consider
ordering one for $11. They come in a wide variety of sizes. How fun it will be to join in worship that weekend
seeing a sea of yellow and black t-shirts demonstrating our Lutheran commitment to loving and caring for our
neighbors. Because the shirts will have the name of our congregation on the back, we need to place the order
in plenty of time. Deadline for ordering is Sunday, July 16.

Also...one of the activities we’d like to do this year is provide help with yard work, outside painting, and light
maintenance for people who have need of that kind of assistance. These people may be members of Our
Redeemer but they are not required to be members. As you think about your own need or that of someone you
know, remember that this work will be done in the early fall (September 9 & 10) but over the summer we will
be making the arrangements. If you have a need or want to refer someone else, please contact Pastor Martha
Clementson by email (clementsonmartha@gmail.com) or phone.

We are also collecting school supplies as part of the day of service. Please bring in your donations by
September 6. Watch for more information in the bulletin and weekly announcements as to when we are
packing kits for Lutheran World Relief.

10



INn Our Prayers

We lift up the following members of our congregation so that they may be strengthened by our
prayers of intercession:
Ruth Ann Lowery, Amy Foertsch, Ron Kilgore, Charles Rajakumar, Randy Stonemark, Beth Ricciuti,
Chris Decker, Steve Broome, Carol Ausefski, Gary McGaffic, Richard and Lori Gajdowski, Mandy Jarosh,
George Andrewson, Kathy Russman, Ray Hrabar, Cindy Cox, Kerri Evans, Dorothy Dillemuth, and Edith
Bencic.

We remember those friends and family members who have asked for our prayers:
Jan Shaw, Rick Wilson, Bob Hohowski, Tom Caley, Marcy Raeford, Nancy Lyons, Leo Patrone, Joey
Granata, Bob Ruppel, Kevin Ruppel, Paul McKosky, Phil Neubauer, Steve Lombardi, D. Tom Emery,
Nancy Adams, Margaret Moran, Ellyn Whitt and family, Lynn Oberg, Jess 1zzi Reiter, Jennifer Kepple
Styles, Judy Concannon, Charlene Marquart, Samantha L. Middlemiss, Gracie Patton, Nikki Baselj, Beth
Gallagher, George Langford, Jeff Schwarz, Stan Karoleski, Robert Hildebrand, Jean Orth, Dave Weikel,
Linda Moeslein, Joe Sarubbi, Brad Olson, Megan Meseck, Ellen Deutsch, Cyndi Quinn, Sam, Beth
Napolitano, Wendy Brosky, Jess Lee, Carolyn Dagg, Lisa Grimes, Dan Stimmel, Betty and Frank Rively,
Lee Gauden, Adam Miskow, Kathy Oberle, Diane Ley, Doug Bush, Mildred Maize, Andrew Straka, Owen
Miller, Catie Geory, Dolores Munsick, Larry Arch, Jeanie Rose, Chuck Miller, lan Gonzalez, Holly Shader,
Rhianna Wilk, June Lance, Donna Stafford, Gary Stinson, Chris, Doug, Terri Strawn, Jolie Mihalik, Art
W., Ray Keisling, Kate, Tina Thielet, Dave Schrader, and Sandi Babbie.

The most recent names added appear at the top of the list. Beginning in July, names will appear on the
Prayer List for 3 months. You may remove a name sooner or ask for renewal if a person is still in need of
prayer after the three months.

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please submit your request in writing and place in the
offering plate, drop off in the church office, or submit by email to orlc@comcast.net.

Stewardship— How Are We Doing?

Year to Date as of May 2023

This Year Last Year
Current  Building Total Current Building Total
Income $200,201 $21,240 $221,441 $202,166 $24,400 $226,566
Expenses $179,512 $179,512 $189,987 $189,987
Surplus (deficit) $20,689 $21,240 $41,929 $12,179 $24,400 $36,579
Surplus (deficit) $41,929 $36,579
Year to
Other Outreach Offerings Date
Abiding Missions $600
City Mission $325
City Mission Food Pantry $92
ELCA World Hunger $2,265
ELCA Disaster Relief Intl $895
Lutheran World Relief $155
$4,332
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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

105 Gateshead Drive
McMurray, PA 15317-3101

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
105 Gateshead Drive McMurray, PA 15317-3101
724-941-7467

SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES

SATURDAY 5:30 PM (Usually outside—weather permitting)
and SUNDAY 10:00 AM (In-person and live-streamed)
Online services are available through facebook.com/ORLutheran, YouTube OUR VISION
and the church’s website.
The vision of Our Redeemer

GROWING IN GOD (Sept. - May), 10:00 AM, Age 3-Adults
Lutheran Church is to be a

THE REV. MARTHA CLEMENTSON, INTERIM PASTOR

443-699-9837, clementsonmartha@gmail.com .
welcoming church where people

THE REV. KEVIN CLEMENTSON, INTERIM PASTOR 11.
443-699-8534, kcclementson’(a\rvahoo.com of all ages and backgrounds will:

encounter God in worship,

experience Christian community,

HEIDI GARNER, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL - 724-942-6699 . . . .
noahspreschool@comcast.net discover their God-given gifts,
grow in faith, and be equipped for

THE REV. KERRI CLARK, PASTOR - 724-603-5589, rev.kerri.clark@gmail.com

MARY HELEN BARR, MUSIC DIRECTOR - 412-780-3357 (cell)
service and witness as we are
ELAINE DOLCICH, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
sent out into God’s world.

THE REV. JOHN F. YEDLICKA, PASTOR EMERITUS

Office 724-941-7467 Fax 724-941-3262
E-mail: orlc@comcast.net
Website: https://www.OurRedeemer-peters.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ORLutheran
YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/ORLCyoutube




