
June 2022 

Dear Friends,  
 
For me, this time of year always brings back memories of high school and college 
summers spent on the staff at Lutherlyn. I remember working as a KP, and then as a 
counselor. I remember campfires and camp songs. I remember sleeping out under the 
stars and in the pine forest. But most of all, I remember spending the whole summer 
living with other staff members in an intentional Christian community.  
 
Twenty-four hours a day, six days a week for ten weeks we were together, and often 
we spent that one precious day off together, too. It wasn’t a perfect community. We got 
on each others’ nerves sometimes, and we weren’t all best friends. But there was a 
commitment to loving each other - to seeing the best in each other and wanting the best 
for each other. There was a commitment to being there for each other. There was a 
commitment to intentionally affirming and encouraging each other, and being grateful 
for the gifts each staff member brought into our community. 
 
Before and after being on staff, I’ve spent a week at Lutherlyn most years as a camper 
or a camp pastor. That’s always a wonderful, renewing experience. But it doesn’t come 
close to being on the staff. Forty-five years later, I still get a wistful tear in my eye 
when I think about those summers. 
 
Jesus often spoke of the “Kingdom of God.” It was his way of talking about life lived 
as God intends it to be, full of blessing and joy, generous forgiveness and surprising 
grace. Discovering a pearl of great price, uncovering a treasure, welcoming home a 
prodigal son… this is what Jesus says life in God’s kingdom feels like. For me, it feels 
like a summer on the staff at Lutherlyn. 
 
Here in the church, we have the chance to experience life as God intends it, too. Here 
we have the chance to live as an intentional Christian community. We may not be 
together six days a week, but when we are together this is a place where we can share 
each other’s burdens and hold each other in prayer. Here we can dare to trust each 
other with our cares and concerns. Here we can rejoice with each other and give thanks 
for the way God acts in our lives. Here we can speak freely of faith and forgiveness. 
It’s not as intense an experience as being on summer staff, but it’s pretty close.  
 
Our summer worship schedules lends itself to spending more time together in 
fellowship and conversation. Saturday evening worship will be outside, weather 
permitting. That setting seems to encourage lingering in the shade with friends old and 
new. On Sundays we’ll have just one service at 10:00. (It will always be indoors 
because of livestreaming.) Having just one service gives us the chance to reconnect 
with people who usually come to the “other” Sunday service the rest of the year.     
 
I encourage you to make regular worship part of your summer plans. There is no 
substitute for us being together in this intentional Christian community that we call 
“the church.” Come to worship and pray. Come to love and be loved. Come to 
experience a bit of what life is like in the Kingdom of God.  
   
In Christ,   
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WO R S H I P  

Noah’s Ark Job Openings 
 
Noah’s Ark Preschool is looking to hire a few new faces to fill some teaching spots. If you are interested, please contact 
Director Heidi at noahspreschool@comcast.net for more information. 
 

Beginning the Week of June 6 
 

The Office Administrator is in the office Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. Elaine will be working remotely on 
Tuesdays.  The church office will be closed on Fridays.  In an emergency, call Pastor Schmid  at 724-554-6016 or Pastor 
Kerri at 724-603-5589. 

Our summer worship schedule begins on  
May 28/29 

  
Saturdays at 5:30-We will worship outside if the weather permits. Bring a chair, or 
get one from the Social Hall. 
 
Sundays at 10:00-The service is always inside so that it can be livestreamed.  
 

The Celebration of Pentecost    June 4/5 
 
On Pentecost, 50 days after the first Easter, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the 
disciples and they spoke in other languages, the languages of the people from many 
nations who were in Jerusalem that day. Because they heard the good news of Jesus 
Christ in their own languages, about 3000 people believed and were baptized.  
 
The ancient word for Spirit is also the word for breath. It’s a connection that we lose 
in our English translation of the word. Throughout Scripture, the breath of God, the 
Holy Spirit, brings life and renewal and peace. The call to worship in our Pentecost 
worship begins, “Breathe on us, Holy Spirit…”  And our children’s sermons on 
Pentecost have often included breathing on each other to feel the power of our breath 
- and God’s breath.   
 
But in these lingering Covid days, breathing of each other is the last thing we want to 
do. So how can we celebrate Pentecost, and feel the Spirit moving among us, without 
a lot of breathing? Come and see. We have a way to safely feel and see the power of 
the breath of God moving among us.  
 

And be sure to wear RED- the color of Pentecost. 

AD M I N I S T R AT I VE  

Website 
 

We are in the process of building a new ORLC website, which will hopefully go live this summer. If you have a few 
good photos of the church building or activities that might look nice on our website, please email them to the office. 
Thank you. 

Check out the Bulletin Board for the “Adopt a Garden Bed” and “Pray for our grads” sign-up sheets. 
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CH I L D R E N A N D YO U T H  

CH R I S T I AN ED U C AT I O N  

Make Waves with us at VBS this summer! 
 

Join us for VBS at Our Redeemer July 25-28 from 9:15 AM to noon. Kids from age 3 to those who have completed 
6th grade are invited to join us for crafts, games, stories, and songs as we explore how the things we do today can change 
the world around us. 
 
Registration is available online or in the church office. The cost is $10/kid, with a $25/family maximum, which includes 
a “Make Waves” t-shirt for each participant – please register by June 30 to ensure the correct t-shirt size. 
 
Lots of volunteers are needed for VBS to run smoothly! Adults and teens who have completed 7th grade are invited to 
check out the sign-up poster on the bulletin board to see where your gifts might fit. Be sure to pick up a letter with more 
information about state-required child protection clearances, and plan to attend one of the volunteer orientation 
sessions on Wednesday, June 1 at 7 PM or Sunday, June 5 at 4 PM. Direct any questions to Pastor Kerri or Director 
Phyllis Permar. 

Playground Picnics – Pack up your dinner and a picnic blanket or chairs and join us for fun, conversation, and 
fellowship on the playground at Our Redeemer! We’ll gather at 5:30 PM on Friday, June 24, weather permitting. Look 
for more dates throughout the summer months. 

Hike at Peters Lake – Folks of all ages are invited to join us for a hike and 
scavenger hunt at Peters Lake on Sunday, June 12 from 1-2:30 PM. 

Flat Jesus – As you travel near and far this summer, remember that Jesus is 
with you wherever you go! Pick up or print out a “Flat Jesus” template. 
Color it, cut it out, and laminate if you’d like. Bring Flat Jesus along on 
your summer adventures close to home or out on the road, snap a picture, 
and share it with us! We’d love to post pictures on the bulletin board at 
church and/or in our weekly emails and the ORLC Facebook page. 

The registration form and volunteer sign-up sheet is 
now available on our website.  
 
Visit https://www.OurRedeemer-peters.org and click 
on “Events” at the top of the page. 
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City Mission Samaritan Care Center 
 

Current needs, though any donation of non-perishable 
food is accepted and appreciated, include cereal, breakfast 
bars and canned fruit. Donations can be placed in the 
containers in the narthex. 

City Mission Needs Volunteers 
 
Currently, their most urgent volunteer needs are help in 
their Thrift Stores, at their warehouse and in the childcare 
center at their Women with Children Shelter. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering at the Mission, visit 
their website: 
 https://www.citymission.org/ways-to-help/volunteer.   
You can complete the volunteer application online and 
Jason Johnson the Volunteer Manager will get back to 
you.  
 

City Mission Upcoming Events 
 
Mission Possible VII: 5K Run/1-mile Walk-Sat. Aug. 6 
 
City Mission’s Fifth Annual Golf Outing-Mon. Aug. 22 

 
 
 

City Mission Clothing Bin 
 
We now have a City Mission Clothing/Shoe Bin. The bin 
is located right beside the paper recycle bins in our 
parking lot. 

 
Lutheran Disaster Response to Ukraine 

 
Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our 
companions in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia, 
as well as such ecumenical partners as Lutheran World 
Federation and Church World Service, in their 
humanitarian responses to the crisis. These partners 
provide refugees with immediate support and supplies 
such as food, blankets, water and hygiene kits. Your gifts 
designated for “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will be 
used entirely (100%) to provide support for people 
impacted by conflict in the region.  

Give through the offering plate. Make your check payable 
to Our Redeemer and write “Eastern Europe Crisis 
Response” on your check’s memo line. You can also go 
to https://www.lwr.org. 

 

SE RV I C E & SO C I A L MI N I S T RY  
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IN OU R PR AY E R S  

We lift up the following members of our congregation so that they may be strengthened by our prayers of intercession: 
 

Edith Bencic, Cindy Cox, Dorothy Dillemuth, Kerri Evans, Martha Fecher, Justin Foertsch on his deployment, Ray 
Hrabar, Ben Jarosh, Sandra May, Marlene McGaffic, Casey Moran on his deployment, Colleen Niven, Kathy 
Russman and Beverly Wilson.  

 
We remember those friends and family members who have asked for our prayers: 
 
      Chris, Doug, Kate, Marcy, Sam, Marjorie Appleton, Larry Arch, Sandi Babbie, Tom Bell, Todd Brosky, Wendy 

Brosky, Mary Burik, Doug Bush, Tom Caley, Calvin and Margaret Cokeley, Cindy Culp, Carolyn Dagg, Niki 
Day, Mark Dubich, Emery, D. T., Catie Geory, Ian Gonzalez, Lisa Grimes, Ed Handshue, George Hildebrand, 
Bob Hohowski, Joyce Hough, Joe Ignacz, Ray Keisling, Carroll Kimmey, Arthur King, June Lance, Gordon and 
Diane Ley, Jess Ley, Mildred Maize, Paul McKosky, Jolie Mihalik, Chuck Miller, Owen Miller, Adam Miskow, 
Margaret Moran, Dolores Munsick, Amanda Murphy, Beth Napolitano, Marjorie Norton, Kathy Oberle, Kelly 
Palombo, Tracey Perles, Holly Perry, Dave Provenzano, Cyndi Quinn, Phyllis Rhone, Betty and Frank Rively, 
Jeanie Rose, Rich and Audrey Rupert, Dave Schrader, Bob Shader, Holly Shader, Donna Stafford, Bob Stark, 
Dan Stimmel, Gary Stinson, Andrew Straka, Terri Strawn, Robby Strickland, Tina Thielet, Lindsey Tremblay, PJ 
Tucci, Barb Van Lehn, Taylor Volkmer, Art W., Erin Wagner, Barbara Walker, Ginny Warnick, Terry Whyte, 
Rhianna Wilk, Bucky Williams and Frank Yocca.  

 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please submit your request in writing and place in the offering plate, drop 
off in the church office, or submit by e-mail to orlc@comcast.net. Please help to keep this list current by contacting the church 
office when someone can be removed from the list. 
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Lament for the Loss of Life in Buffalo and Uvalde  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Synod, 
 
As we mourn the senseless loss of family in the Buffalo and Uvalde shootings, my own grief and revulsion 
in the face of relentless hurt leaves me looking for more powerful ways to communicate than the words of 
a letter.  In that spirit I offer this lament: 
 
 
Are no tears left for me?   
My grief too late to register 
in the trampling train of tragedy? 
One hundred ninety-ninth in twelve dozen days?1 
 
Is sympathy fully spent? 
My loss just “next in line” 
for hollow hurting hearers? 
One hundred ninety-ninth in twelve dozen days. 
 
Calamities outpace days; 
care is crushed to callous coping. 
“What can anyone do?” 
One hundred ninety-nine in twelve dozen days, 
    ... and counting. 
 
God, save us by your grace, 
for all our efforts fail. 
Be Thou the “God who grieves” 
each sparrow’s faint and fall, 
each child’s harrowing “Help!” 
each grandma’s journey’s end. 
 

  
Bishop Kurt F. Kusserow  
 
 
 
[1] NPR counts 198 mass shootings in the United States as of May 15, 2022.  The tragic school shooting in Uvalde, 
TX, falling on the 144th day of 2022 marks the 199th.    
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/15/1099008586/mass-shootings-us-2022-tally-number  
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LI T T L E LA K E TH E AT R E  

LITTLE LAKE THEATRE PARTY will once again begin with dinner before the play PIPPIN on Friday, August 12! 
Optional dinner is planned at Capstone Grill at 5:30 PM followed by the play at 7:30 PM.  Sign up on the bulletin board 
or through the website. Cost for the play is $25.  Paid reservations are due Sunday, July 31.  Please make check payable 
to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  Looking forward to seeing you at the Lake!  

ME M B E R NE W S  

Updated phone numbers 
 

Judy Pilof 724-263-3924 
Walt Pilof 724-263-3923 

 
New Addresses 

 
Ann Shepherd 
219 S. Shady Avenue 
Houston, PA 15342-1323 
 
Beverly Wilson 
1296 Boyce Road, Apt. 206 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241-4032 
 

United in Marriage 
 

Sarah Barczak and Alex Dagnal were married on 
Saturday, May 21 at Bramblewood in McDonald, 
Pennsylvania. The couple resides at 319 Winners Circle, 
Canonsburg 15317-5003. Congratulations Sarah and 
Alex! 

 
Proud Grandparents 

 
Beth and Larry Pansino are the proud grandparents of 
their first grandchild. 
Eloise Pansino-Schonwalder 
Born: May 3, 2022 at 9:16 AM Greenwich time 
In Durham, England 
Weight: 3.4 kg or 7 lbs. 8 oz. 
Parents are Stephen Pansino & Dayana Schonwalder 

 Citation of Excellence 
 

Jeff Knell received the 2022 Pennsylvania Music 
Educators' Association District 1 Citation of Excellence 
in Teaching award. There are 12 PMEA districts across 
the Commonwealth. He is this year's awardee for this 
state honor for District 1, which represents Allegheny, 
Fayette, Greene, Washington and Westmoreland counties. 
The award is offered biennially to elementary and middle 
school music teachers. He teaches band at Neil 
Armstrong Middle School, as well as William Penn and 
Benjamin Franklin elementary schools in the Bethel Park 
School District. He also is the associate director for the 
high school marching band. 
 

Thank You! 
 

Dear ORLC family: 
 
Thank you for all of your prayers and expressions of 
support and concern these past months. I am privileged to 
be part of this wonderful community of believers. I am 
now at home in Assisted Living at Friendship Village, 
and I look forward to being back at church.  
 
Beverly Wilson 

Dining Divas 
 

On Wednesday, June 29 at noon we will meet at Hello 
Bistro across Rt. 19 from South Hills Village. Sign up on 
the bulletin board by the office or on our website. 

 SM A L L GRO U P S  
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 Year to Date as of April 2022 
        
   This Year    Last Year  
  Current   Total    Current   Building   Total  
        

Income           $163,791 $182,884  $154,920 $16,680 $171,600 
       
Expenses  $151,154  $140,712  $140,712 
       
Surplus (deficit)  $31,730  $14,208 $16,680 $30,888 
       
Surplus (deficit)  $31,730    $30,888 
       
Other Outreach Offerings     Year to Date       

 Abiding Missions $560      
 City Mission Food Pantry $753      
 ELCA World Hunger  $1,890      
 ELCA Disaster Relief $1,920      
 India Mission $262      
 Lutheran World Relief $145      

  $5,530      

 

Building 
 

$19,093 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST E WA R D S H I P  ~ HOW AR E WE DO I N G? 



OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
105 Gateshead Drive 
McMurray, PA  15317-3101 

O  R  L  C  
105 Gateshead Drive     McMurray, PA  15317-3101 

724-941-7467 
 

W  S  
5:30 PM, SATURDAY (outdoors whenever possible) and 10:00 AM, SUNDAY (livestreamed)  

Online services are available through facebook.com/ORLutheran, YouTube 
and the church’s website. 

 

THE REV. DR. ANN SCHMID, PASTOR - 724-554-6016 (cell), pastorschmid@comcast.net 

THE REV. KERRI CLARK, PASTOR - 724-603-5589, rev.kerri.clark@gmail.com 

HEIDI GARNER, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL - 724-942-6699 
noahspreschool@comcast.net 

MARY HELEN BARR, MUSIC DIRECTOR - 412-780-3357 (cell) 

ELAINE DOLCICH, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

THE REV. JOHN F. YEDLICKA, PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Office 724-941-7467          Fax 724-941-3262 
E-mail:  orlc@comcast.net 

Website: https://www.OurRedeemer-peters.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ORLutheran 

YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/ORLCyoutube 

OUR VISION 

 

The vision of Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church is to be a 

welcoming church where people 

of all ages and backgrounds will: 

encounter God in worship, 

experience Christian community, 

discover their God-given gifts, 

grow in faith, and be equipped for 

service and witness as we are 

sent out into God’s world. 


